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Sharon trial jury enters 10th day 

NEW YORK (R)*r^ Lawyers for both sides in Ariel Sharon's libel 
case agaiosLThpe magazine worked Wednesday to feed a jury's 
seemingly insatiable appetite to review more and more testimony 
as deliberations dragged through a 10th day. Since mid-day Tue- 
sday. Ihe jurors have sent out five notes requesting testimony on 
various aspects of a Time report about Sharon's role in the mas- 
sacre at two Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut in September, 
1982. Most of the testimony deals with confidential sources used 
by Time correspondent David Halevy to report that Sharon, then 
Israer s defence minister, had discussed the need for revenge with 
the family of assassinated Lebanese President-elect Bashir Gem- 
ayel two days before the massacre. Some of the testimony also 
deals with HalevVs feelings about Sharon at the time he wrote his 
piece. Sharon is suing Time for S50 million. 
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Reagan: Soviets yet to reply on talks 


WASHINGTON (AF’J — President Ronald Reagan sard on 
Wednesday that ihe United Slates has asked the Soviets to meet in 
Geneva early in March to begin <i new round of arms control talks. 
"We just ha\e not heard back" from the Kremlin. Mr. Reagan 
. said. In an interview with the Associated Press. Mr. Reagan sard 
he has no reason to believe ihere arc problems in selling a lime 
f^and place for ihe negotiations agreed to hv ihe two .superpowers 
earlier ihis monih. "Both ci mimics have bureaucracies." Mr. 
[jnRcagan remarked in the firsi interview ol his second lerm. In 
disclosing the U.S. proposal for a lime -and place lor ihe talks to 
.begin. Mr. Reagan said, “obviously if ihere is some reason that's 
sal islaciory to them, we'll continue trying 10 find a dale.'' 
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U.N. chief 
briefs Thatcher 


LONDON (AP) — United Nat- 
ions Secretary General Javier 
Perez de'Cuellar met for 50 min- 
utes Wednesday with Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher and the 
two had a "general review of cur- 
rent international issues.” Mrs. 
Thatcher's office said. The two. 
with their aides, discussed in par- 
ticular Cyprus and Lebanon, but 
no details of these issues or others 
were disclosed. Mr. Perez de Cue- 
llar. who is here on a private visit, 
lunched with Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, who also att- 
ended ihe talks with Mrs. Tha- 
tcher. 

‘"-'Saudi leader holds 
talks in Algiers 

PARIS (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Crown Prince Abdullah started 
talks in Algiers Wednesday on 
boosting economic and trade ties, 
on the oil market and on world 
issues, the Algerian news agency 
APS monitored here said. The 
rirsi round of talks between Prince 
Abdullah, who arrived Tuesday 
for an official three-day visit, and 
Algerian Prime Minister Abdul 
Hamid Ibrahimi lasted two hours. 
APS said. 

Israel sending 
consul to Hong Kong 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israer s For- 
eign Ministry Wednesday ann- 
o uncedi he reopening of its Hong 
Kong consulate after a 1 0-year 
break amid persistent repons ol 
growingarms sales to the Far East. 
The mission was shut down due to 
budget cuts. A ministry spo- 
kesman said a diplomat, would he 
sent lb rrapen tfie mission' in thd 
coming months to boost trade but 
declined tu comment on the que- 
stion of arms sales. 

Alfonsin in India 

NEW DELHI (AP) — President 
Raul Aitonsin of Argentina arr- 
ived Wednesday in India for a 
seven-day state \ isit. during which 
he was scheduled to discuss pro- 
motion of bilateral ties and attend 
a six-nation nuclear disarmament 
meeting. Mr. Alfonsin was rec- 
eived at New Delhi military air- 
port by Indian President Zail 
Singh. Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. cabinet ministers and top mil- 
itary officials. 

Famous British 
historian dies 

SALISBURY. England (R) — Sir 
Arthur Bryant, the historian 
whose popular accounts of Bri- 
tain's greatest days stirred pat- 
riotic hearts for decades, has died 
at the age of 85. a hospital spo- 
kesman said Wednesday. 

Tureiki arrives 
in Ankara 

ANKARA (R) — Libya's foreign 
affairs chief. Ali Abdul Salam A1 
Tureiki. arrived in Ankara Wed- 
nesday for a two-day official visit, 
the Foreign Ministry said. Mr. 
Tureiki said in an airport sta- 
tement he had brought messages 
from Libyan leader Muammar 
tjudhafi to President Kenan 
Evreh. 
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Seven deputies stage protest walkout. 

Lower House okays 
amended passport law 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament 
voted during a closed session Wednesday in 
favour of implementing a controversial pas- 
sport law after a heated debate and despite a 
walkout by seven deputies protesting against 
the House’s decision to vote on the issue bef- 
ore hearing opposing views. 


The law. which was referred to 
the House by the Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) after an ame- 
ndment. stipulated that no pas- 
sports would be issued or renewed 
for Jordanian nationals living abr- 
oad before the approval of aut- 
horities specified by the Minister 
oflmerior.Deputieswho opposed 
the law told the Jordan Times lhai 
the "authorities' would be the 
General Intelligence Department. 

In a statement she gave after the 
iwo-and-a-half-hnur session. Inf- 
ormation Minister Laila Sharaf 
said that Prime Minister Ahmad 
Obeidat gave deputies a detailed 
account of the reasons that pro- 
mpted the issuing of the law. 

Mrs. Sharaf said the prime min- 
isier explained "the security ram- 
ifications surrounding us in these 
circumstances and the protective 
security measures taken to cou- 
nter these circumstances inside 
and outside the Kingdom.” 

She -said Mr/Obeidat explained 
that the procedures taken for iss- 
uing or renewing passports were 
"normal and carried out as fast as 
possible without delay except for 
those who are suspects under sec- ' 
urity considerations.” 

In these cases, “ihe applicants 
for passports abroad would be cal- 
led to travel to Amman to clarify 
the issue... these are normal pro- 
cedures carried out by all cou- 
ntries of the world to protect their 
security.” Mrs. Sharaf told rep- 
orters. 

She said that deputies discussed 


the passport law referred by the 
Senate in the light of the prime 
minister's clarification and that 
the heated debate resulted in the 
endorsement of the law which will 
be referred again to the Senate for 
final approval before going before 
the cabinet lor finalising the con- 
stitutional procedures for ena- 
ctment. 

After discussing a number of 
issues during the open pan of the 
session. House Speaker Akcf Al 
Fayez announced the beginning nt 
the closed session and asked jou- 
rnalists and people attending to 
leave the auditorium. 

Journalists who stayed during 
most of the dosed session in the 
House's library heard a sudden 
commotion coming from the aud- 
itorium and saw the entrance door 
opening and attempts by deputies 
to convince a number of col- 
leagues not to walk out of the ses- 
sion which was overcome by chaos 
the House neyer wune.sscd before. 

Asked what was happening and 
what.sparked the uproar, deputies* 
said that after hearing the opi- 
nions of sonic deputies in favour 
nf implementing the passport law. 
“the House speaker suggested 
closing the discussion for voting.” 
The suggestion was endorsed. 

The opposing deputies said that 
the House speaker, by taking that 
step, "aims at depriving us of the 
chance of expressing our opi- 
nions.” 

The attempts of deputies to 
convince a number of their col- 


leagues to return to the House 
seemed to have succeeded when 
the withdrawing deputies ret- 
urned to their seats. However, it 
was only minutes later that Mr. 
Fayez suggested again the closing 
of the discussion which was app- 
roved by the majority of deputies. 

At this stage, deputies Yussef 
Athem. Fawzi Tocmeh. Riyadh 
Nawaysch. Ati Abu El'izz. Abd- 
ullah Akayleh. Ahmad Kofahi 
and Laith Shbcilat walked out of 
the session while the voting was 
under way. 

The withdrawing deputies said 
they intended to submit a protest 
to Mr. Fayez against “the vio- 
lation of international par- 
liamentary laws and the House's 
internal regulations.” 

During the open pan of the ses- 
sion. Deputy Athem objected to a 
decision by the Legal Committee 
to postpone the discussion of a 
new Ministry of Education Law. 
Before ending his prepared sta- 
tement. Mr. Athem was int- 
errupted by Mr. Fayez who asked 
him not to continue. 

In a statement he gave to rep- 
orters after leaving the session. 
Mr. Athem said that the com- 
mittee's decision to postpone the 
discussion of the secondary stage 
admission examination only few 
days before the recess of the 
House's current term "aims at 
imposing on us a fail accompli sit- 
uation.” 

* He called for the postponement 
ol the implementation of the sec- 
ondary stage admission test until 
next year or otherwise discuss the 
issue during the parliament's cur- 
rent term. Mr. Athem's statement 
was signed by Mr. Toemeh. Mr. 
Nawayseh. Mr. El'izz. Mr. Kofahi 
and Mr. Shbeilat. 

During Wednesday's session, 
the House endorsed a decision by 
the Ministry of Health to offer a 
license for doctors one month 
after the approval of the Jordan 
Medical Association. 


Oman-Yemen 
talks make 
little headway 

MUSCAT (R) — Talks here on a 
border dispute between Oman 
and South Yemen apparently 
made less progress than expected 
but went off smoothly, diplomats 
said Wednesday. 

The diplomats said the Omani 
side had hoped the talks, which 
ended on Monday, would produce 
a settlement and no further neg- 
otiations would be necessary. 

But a statement issued at the 
end of the meetings said another 
round would be held in Aden at a 
date to be fixed, and a mediator 
said more time was needed. 

Aden claims some small areas 
on what the Omanis consider to be 
their side of the border, diplomats 
said. 

South Yemen has held some of 
these areas since 1972 when the 
Omani government did not fully 
control its frontier, the diplomats 
said. 

That was due to an insurgency, 
allegedly supported by South 
Yemen, against the Omani gov- 
ernment in its .southern province 
of Dhofar. 

The head of the Omani side. 
Sheikh Mohammad lbn Ali Al 
Oaiabi. told the final session of 
negotiations that the talks had 
taken positive steps and Oman 
looked forward to more such steps 
in Aden. 

The diplomats noted that the 
negotiating team from Aden was 
the first official South Yemeni 
delegation to visit Oman since the 
deterioration of relations in the 
late 1960s. 

Under a 1982 agreement, the 
two countries agreed to respect 
each other' s sovereignty and end 
hostile propaganda, but they have 
nor established diplomatic rel- 
ations. 

Oman bases its border claim on 
a 1965 agreement between the 
late Sultan Sa'id lbn Taimour. 
then sultan of Muscat and Oman, 
and the British colonial aut- 
horities in Aden. 


Israel jails six Arabs for 
alleged car bomb plot 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli 
court judge sentenced five Israeli 
Arabs and a Lebanese to prison 
terms ranging from life to nine 
years Wednesday for conspiracy 
to blow up Israel's largest office 
building. Israel Radio reported. 

The group planned to smuggle a 
car loaded with explosives into 
Israel from Lebanon in August 
1983 and set it off in the parking 
lot beneath the Shalom Tower, 
police have said. 

The group's members were 
caught after Israeli border guards 
discovered the car. containing 55 
kilogrammes of high explosives, at 
the Rosh Hanikra border crossing 
from Lebanon. 

The Haifa judge gave a life sen- 
tence to Farid Abdul HaJek. a 
Lebanese member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) alleged to be the lea- 
der of the group, the radio said. 

The court sentenced Kweikas 
Kwcikas to 15 years, the radio 
said. Ahmad Kayal and Farid 
Akawi were sentenced to 1 0 years 
each, and Saleh Mohana Kweikas 
was sentenced to nine years. 


The weekly reported on Wed- 
nesday that the group started for- 
ming at the end of 19X2. when a 
Lebanese active in the PFLP-GC. 
Issam Fa’ur. travelled to Israel to 
recruit Israeli Arabs for the org- 
anisation. The PFLP-GC. headed 
by former Syrian army Capt. 
Ahmad Jibril. is a Syrian- and 
Libyan-backed faction of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

The magazine said Fa’ur first 
recruited SaJah Salman Kweikas. 
28. who had been released from 
his service in the Israeli army bec- 
ause of menial health problems 
and then studied at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

The other members of the 
group were recruited for various 
-tasks connected with the attack, 
including telephoning radio 
Monte Carlo afterwards to claim 
responsibility. Koteret Rashit 
magazine said. 

Salah Salman Kweikas. named 
as the leader of the Israeli mem- 
bers of the group, was sent for psy- 
chiatric observation, the radio 
said. 


Security 
plan going 
smoothly, 
Karami 
announces 

BEIRUT (Rl — Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami said Wednesday 
efforts to complete the Lebanese 
army's deployment south of Bei- 
rut. which stopped short of Israeli 
lines nearly two weeks ago. were 
going smoothly. 

Action was also under way to 
restore security in Beirut after a 
spate of bomb explosions and an 
outbreak of fighting between rival 
militias. Mr. Karami said. 

He told reporters after a cabinet 
meeting that rival militia for- 
tifications along Beirut's "green 
line” dividing the city were being 
removed and militias in mainly- 
Muslim west Beirut were closing 
their offices. 

Mr. Karami said the cabinet was 
briefed by the army command on 
the security situation in Beirut and 
on its preparations for troops to 
take over South Lebanon when 
the Israeli army ends its occ- 
upation. 

The army briefing on the mea- 
sures "was positive and sat- 
isfactory because life imp- 
lementation is taking place as pla- 
nned on the ground.” Mr. karami 
said. 

Eyewitnesses said militias clo- 
sed several offices Wednesday and 
removed some mobile canon and 
heavy machine-guns from the city. 

Mr. Karami gave no details of 
moves to consolidate the army's 
position in the Iklim Al Kharroub 
region, north of Israel's Awali 
R h c r .: ’. f rom lin ---s' - .-iram-w hie h it 
plans to enter the south when the 
Israelis leave. 

Continued militia presences 
.have kept tensions high in the 
Kharroub. despite the partial dep- 
loyment of 700 troops there since 
Jan. 1 2. The coast road from Bei- 
rut has not been opened to civ- 
ilians. but political sources said 
this could occur Thursday. 

Mr. Karami said" Israer s plans 
and attempts to sow sedition and 
trouble as it publicises its wit- 
hdrawal plans” were causing the 
government concern and spurring 
its efforts to get the army ready to 
go into the south. 

He repeated his charge that Isr- 
ael was responsible for a bomb 
attack on Monday that wounded 
Mustafa Saad. a Muslim leader in 
the main southern city of Sidon. 
just south of Israeli lines. Israel 
has denied the charge. 

Emerging front Wednesday's 
cabinet session, right-wing Chr- 
istian Finance Minister Camille 
Chamoun said Monday's attack 
on Mr. Saad had increased fears of 
incidents after the Israelis left. 

The car bomb killed two people 
and injured 38. including Mr. 
Saad who was flown to Paris and 
then to Boston for treatment. 

Mr. Chamnun told reporters the 
government also discussed sec- 
urity in the northern city ofTripoli 
and in Beirut, which has suffered a 
recent spate of random bombings. 

Meanwhile. United Nations olf- 
icial Jean-Claude Aime had talks 
at the Foreign Ministry on a pos- 
sible role for troops of the U.N. 
Interim Force In Lebanon lUNI- 
FIL)inthe south. Israel says it will 
evacuate by Feb. I S. 

Mr. Aime said U.N. Under- 
secretary General Brian Urq- 
uhan would have talks in Israel 
and Beirut in the next two days. 
Mr. L*rquhan is seeking ways of 
coordinating Israel's withdrawal 
with a takeover by the Lebanese 
army, backed by U.N. troops. 



Israeli military trucks carrying heavy equipment 
move south from the Awali River Wednesday in the 


first phase of a three-stage withdrawal from South 
Lebanon (AP wirepholo) 


PLO decides to seek U N help to 
protect refugees in S. Lebanon 


By Lam is K. Andoni 
in Tunis 

THE Executive Committee ol the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
I PLO) and the Central Com- 
mit tec ol Fateh, the biggest com- 
mando group within the PLO. 
ended iwodaysnfjoim meetings 
here and took "several major dec- 
isions" concerning the security of 
Palestinian refugees living in 
South Lebanon and the luiure 
course of the organisation. 

A joint statement was expected 
to be issued later on Wednesday 
evening or Thursday, and a senior 
Fateh official told the Jordan 
Times that one ol the major dec- 
isions taken during the meetings 
was in seek U.N. help to ensure 
the safety of Palestinian refugees 
living in camps in South Lebanon 
after Israel withdraws from the 
region. 

Israel announced last week that 
it was planning to stage a three- 
phase withdrawal of its troops 
Irom Lebanon, which it inv aded in 
1«K2. and Palestinian leaders 
have expressed fears that the pro- 


Israeli militias in South Lebanon 
might carry out ji tacks against res- 
idents ol the ‘Ain Al Hilvveh ref- 
ugee camp and other Palestinians 
liv ing there. 

Immediately alter Israel ann- 
ounced its decision to withdraw 
unilaterally irom Lebanon wit- 
hout coordinating the pullback 
with the Lebanese government to 
allow Beirut to move in Lebanese 
army soldiers to the areas to be 
vacated. PLO Chairman Passer 
Aratat announced that he was 
seeking U.N. help to protect the 
Palestinian relugees living in 
South Lebanese camps. 

The senior Fateh official told 
the Jordan Times that the joint 
meeting approved Mr Arafat’s 
decision and decided to contact 
U.N. Secretary -General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to implement it. 

Another important decision 
taken during the meeting was to 
appoim^Shafiq Al Horn, the PLO 
representative in Beirut, as the 
FLO Executive Committee's spe- 
cial representative in the U.S. The 
PLO- now maintains an inf- 
ormation olfice in Washington, 
but it was nm immediately clear 


whether Mr. Hout would take 
over that ollice or that he would 
replace /.chili Al l.irazi as ihe 
PLO representative lot he U.N. or 
that he would he a sort ol ro\ ing 
ambassador lor the PLO in the 
U.S. 

The meetings also decided to 
give the green light to a fact- 
finding commit toe to probe events 
in North Lebanon in mid- 1^83 
involving a rebellion within the 
ranks of Fateh and w Inch resulted 
m the evacuation ol Mr. Arafat 
and over 4.00*1 PLO fighters Irom 
Lebanon. The committee was 
I nr me J during the I 7th session ol 
the Palestine National Council 
l PNC), held in Amman last Nov- 
ember. 

Ihe committee, headed by 
Saleh Barghnuti. an independent* 
member ol the PNC. is charged 
with drawing up a repon on the 
events in Tripoli and summit it to 
the PLO Executive Committee on 
the events in North Lebanon and 
the role various PLO tactions 
mighi have played in the rebellion 
and the bloody clashes that Jol- 
lowvd it. 


Iraq reports 21st attack 
on Gulf shipping this year 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said iis warplanes hit a "medium- 
size naval targei” south of the 
main Iranian oil terminal ai Kharg 
Island Wednesday. 

A military spokesman said ihe 
planes struck at noon ft WOtl 
GMTt and all returned safely to 
base. Baghdad normally uses the 
term "naval target” to reler'ro 
me reliant vessels. 

There was no immediate ind- 
ependent confirmation of the 
Baghdad report w hich brings to 2 1 
the number of targets Iraq says it 
has hit this year. 

Attacks on five vessels have 
been independently confirmed. 

The Iraqis have claimed almost 
daily attacks this year on vessels 
using Iranian ports as part ol their 
cl tori to cut off Tehran's oil rev- 
enues and supplies. 

The latest confirmed Iraqi str- 
ike was early Tuesday morning on 
the 347-ton salvage tug Rihut. 
chartered to the Dutch firm Wij- 
smuller. 

Iraqi night raids on ships in an 
area of the Gull Well south ol their 
earlier attacks could prove a 
major new hazard its vessels using 
the waterway according to shi- 
pping sources. 

Gulf shippers described the 
reported position of the Rihut at 


the time of the attack as a wor- 
rying development. "This is. i con- 
gested area ol the Gull and many 
of us arc sailing at night to avoid 
attack.*' said one shipping oil icial. 

Prcv intis attacks in this /one ol 
die Gulf have been attributed to 
Iran, which lias only carrieJ mu 
attacks by Jay. 

Diplomats in the Gull say fresh 
supplies of French arms to Bag- 
hdad have increased Iraq's ability 
to strike much lurthcr south than 
the main Iranian oil terminal nt 
Kharg Island, the locus «»l Iraqi 
attacks last year. 

They said Iraq has receive J at 
least a dozen 12 F-'i-C mirage str- 
ike jets and a substantial number 
ol the sea-skimming Exocet mis- 
siles in addition to the eight alr- 
eady being delivered each month. 

Iraq originally agreed in Feb- 
ruary I uS2 to buy 29 I- 1 -Cs w itha 
longer range than the Freneh-bnilt 
Super Etendard jets it was using 
last year to hit shipping. 

Shipping officials said the del- 
ivery ot these long-range jets may 
have triggered Iran's moves to set 
up a makeshift oil terminal, out ol 
the presumed range of the )'- 1 Cs. 
in the southern Cuill or outside the 

Hnrnuiz Strait at the mouth nil he 
waterway. 


2,717 died in violence after Gandhi murder, minister reveals 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 
2,717 people were killed in nat- 
ionwide anti-Sikh violence spa- 
rked by Indira Gandhfs ass- 
assination. the Indian government 
said Wednesday, more than dou- 
bling its previous casualty figures. 

Minister of State for Home 
(Interior) Affairs Ram Dulari 
Sinha loid parliament most of the 
deaths — 2,146 . — occurred in 
New Delhi. 

She said in reply to questions 
that property worth about 503 
million rupees (S42 million) was* 
destroyed in the violence Iasi 
November in 1 5 Indian slates. 

But she gave no figures for pro- 
perty losses in the Indian capital. 


where the most violence occurred, 
saying they had not yet been fully 

assessed." 

The last official figure for dea- 
ths in the violence disclosed more 
than two months ago- by the then 
Home (Interior) Minister P.V.. 
Narasimha Rao—was 1,277, with 
651 killed in New Delhi. 

The violence flared after Indira 
Gandhi was shot dead by two Sikh 
bodyguards outside her official 
residence on Oct. 31 last year. 

Troops were called into New 
Delhi and seven Indian states to 
quell the four-day wave of arson, 
looting and murder. 

S.B. Chavan. the current home 
(interior) minister, said in par- 


liament Wednesday about 5.0U0 
Sikh families had fled to Sikh- 
majority Punjab state after the 
violence. 

"Efforts have been made to 
remove their misgivings and per- 
suade those families to return to 
their original places.” he said. 

Ms. Sinha said the northern 
state of Uttar Pradesh was the 
worsL hit after New Delhi, with 
203 deaths and property damage 
estimated at 241 million rupees 
($20 million). 

She said that the next of kin of 
each person killed in the violence 
had been paid compensation of 
10.000 rupees ($830) by the gov- 
ernment. and the injured had rec- 


eived compensation of 2.000.rup- 
ees (S 165). 

She said a total of 43 million 
rupees ($3.6 million) had been 
distributed as grants, and many 
Sikhs who lost their traditional 
transport businesses were entitled 
to bank loans ol 100.000 rupees 
($8,300). 

In a nationwide broadcast fol- 
lowing his landslide election vic- 
tory last month. Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi pledged that his 
government would give top pri- 
ority to solving the Punjab crisis. 

Sikh political and religious lea- 
ders have welcomed Mr. Gandhi's 


and property before any talks w it h 
nlficials on the Pun j ah crisis can 

lake place. 

The Press Trust ol India (PT1) 
Wednesday quoted a report by the 
Sikh Temples Management 
Committee, the a immunity's 
powerful religious organisation, as 
saying the government and police 
had "instigated'' violence fol- 
lowing Indira Gandhi's ass- 
assination. 

The news agency quoted the 
report, released in the Sikh holy 
city of Amritsar, as saying the 
post-assassination violence was"a 
black blot on the country's tor- 


Punjab initiative but said the gov- ehead which cannot be removed 
crmncnl must protect Sikh lives’ easily." 


Chernenko 
‘ill, but not 
gravely’ 

MOSCOW <R) — Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko has 
been presented by illness Irom lul- 
lilling public duties but his con- 
dition is not grave. Soviet officials 
have told loreign diplomats. 

Diplomats Irom East and West 
European and Asian embassies 
saiJ Si iv ici ol Metals had confirmed 
privately the substance ol wid- 
espread speculation i hat Mr. Che- 
rnenko. 73. had withdrawn from 
puhhc activity due m ill health. 

They said his condition was not 
grave, hut 1 1 ill not give further det- 
ails. the diplomats said. 

Mr. Chernenko, who siilfers 
Irom a chronic lime ailment. last 
appeared in public on Dec. 27. 

Messages have since been iss- 
ued in his name. The latest one. 
published Wednesday, dealt with 
the approach of the lonhcoming 
arms negotiations with the United 
Stales (See page Si. 

A similar technique vv as used to 
keep the name ut tile last Kremlin 
chief. Yuri Andropov, in the pub- 
lic eye during a six- month illness 
that led io his death last Feb. 

Mr. Andropov died Irom 
kidney- related disease, though 
olticiais said ai the time his abs- 
ence was due to a cold or a chill. 

The state media ne'er reports 
on the health ol liv ing leaders. 

Speculation on Mr. Che- 
rnenko's health grew alter the 
last -minute cancellation of a 
summit of the Warsaw Pact all- 
iance due to Man in Bulgaria Iasi 
week. 

Western diplomats said a senior 
party olficial. Vadim /agladin. 
told a v isifing French secretary of 
slate for external relations. 
Jean- Michel Baylci. that the mee- 
ting had been called off because 
Mr. Chernenko was too unwell to* 
travel. 

East European diplomats said 
plans had gone ahead lor Mr. Che- 
rnenko's arrival in the Bulgarian 
capital Sofia unfil Jan. IS. four 
days before the summit was due to 
open. 







l Home _ Middle East news 


U.N. airlift starts to prevent 
famine catastrophe in Sudan 


NAIROBI (R) — The United Nations has begun an 
emergency airlift to prevent a famine disaster in 
eastern Sudan, where 200,000 Ethiopians have con- 
verged in search of food, U.N. officials said Wed- 
nesday. 


Officials from the office of the 
United Narions High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said that the airlift sta- 
rted on Sunday after its bureau in 
Khartoum warned that the sit- 
uation was reaching disaster pro- 
portions. 

Since late last year, tens of tho- 
usands of victims of the Ethiopian 
famine have been trekking into 
Sudan saying that the Ethiopian 
government refuses to feed them 
because they are suspected sym- 
pathisers of rebels in Eritrea and 
Tigray provinces. 

In December, an estimated 


100.000 Ethiopians gathered at 
makeshift camps near the Sud- 
anese frontier towns of Kassala 
and Gedaref. but the figure has 
since doubled as up to 3.000 fam- 
-ine victims cross the border daily, 
according to U.N. workers in 
Sudan. 

The officials said that the death 
rate among those arriving was ala- 
rmingly high and malnutrition was 
rife. 

Quoting reports from Kha- 
rtoum. the officials said that SO 
per cent of the children who cro- 
ssed the frontier were severely 
under-nourished. Fifty children 


died at one centre alone on Jan. 
14. 

The Ethiopians say they walk 
for up to 30 days, travelling by 
night to avoid being caught by the 
army. 

The officials said there were 
severe food shortages, made 
worse by the reluctance of Sud- 
anese traders to sell food — alr- 
eady in short supply because of 
drought — to feed refugees. 

Two aircraft from an Egyptian 
company are flying daily from 
Cairo, each with 32 tonnes of coo- 
king oil, peas and high-protein 
biscuits in an operation that will 
cost UNHCR S750.000. the off- 
icials said. 

The food was bought in Wes- 
tern Europe at low prices, the off- 
icials said. 

The aircraft will also deliver 
four vehicles, two for UNHCR 
and two for the French Medecins 


Egyptian party attacks hanging in Sudan 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s opp- 
osition party has denounced 
Sudan's execution of a Muslim 
leader as a violation of human 
rights, the party newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

The weekly newspaper AI 
Ahaly. published by the Nat- 
ionalist Progressive Unionist 
Party, said a statement by the 
party secretariat condemned last 
Fridays hanging of 76-year-old 
Mahmoud Muhammad Taha in 
Khartoum as a “heinous crime 
committed by the regime of (Pre- 
sident Jaafar) Numeiri 


“This crime concerns every 
Muslim generally and every Egy- 
ptian in particular." the statement 
said, referring to special ties bet- 
ween Egypt and Sudan, including 
a 1976 joint defence pact and a 
1982 economic and social “int- 
egration charter." 

“All nationalist forces and cit- 
izens should declare their con- 
demnation of this crime which vio- 
lates the most elementary human 
rights and the most sacred and civ- 
ilised Arab values." the statement 
said. 


WALID A. KHURI 

M.D, FACS. 

American Board General Surgeons 
Fellow of the American. College of Surgeons 

ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF HIS 
PRIVATE CLINIC 

In the 2nd floor of Haj Hassan Building 
Housing Bank Branch Entrance 
3rd Circle near old Omar Khayyam Restaurant Bui- 
lding 

Clinic hours 9-1 a.m., 3.30-7 p.m. except Friday 
Tel: Clinic 22169/664171 Res. 813594/816912 
■ '* ■ - P.O. Box 460 


The United States and Amcnsty 
International, a London-based 
Human rights organisation, have 
deplored Mr. Taha’s hanging. 

Mr. Taha. leader of the out- 
lawed Republican Brothers Party, 
was convicted by a criminal court 
of heresy and distributing leaflets 
opposing the way in which Muslim 
law has been implemented in 
Sudan since Mr. Numeiri decreed 
it in September 1983. 

There have been 55 limb amp- 
utations in punishment for theft 
and many public floggings of peo- 
ple convicted of drinking or pos- j 
sessing alcoholic beverages since < 
the law took effect. . 

Mr. Taha's group opposed strict 
application of Muslim law. arg- 
uing the message of the Prophet 
I Mohammad should be updated to 
meet modem social conditions. 

Four co-defendants sentenced 
to death along with Mr. Taha were 
given the choice of renouncing 
their beliefs or going to the gal- 
lows. They recanted publicly and 
their lives were spared. 

AI Ahaly said that in a further 
protest, leading party member Dr. 
Milad Hanna has resigned his 
membership of the joint 
Egypt ian-Sudanese Parliament 
formed under the integration Cha- 
rter" • • ~ • •• • • > 


Sans Frontieres (MSF) charity. 

Ethiopians have crossed into 
Sudan for years to escape drought, 
military conscription and fighting 
between the rebels and the gov- 
ernment. 

However, the trickle became a 
flood late last year as famine gri- 
pped northern Ethiopia. 

Last November. UNHCR lau- 
nched an emergency appeal for 
$27 million for Ethiopia, Somalia, 
Sudan and the Central African 
Republic to help hundreds of tho- 
usands of people who crossed 
borders to escape drought. 

Pledges and donations now 
iotal $16 million, the officials say. 

Sudan, already host to the big- 
gest refugee population in Africa 
of about one million, has had to 
cope with a major influx of dro- 
ught victims from Chad as well as 
Ethiopia. 


E. German 
foreign 
minister 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — East German 
Foreign Minister Oskar Fischer 
arriver Wednesday on a three-day 
official visit, the Middle East 
News Agency said. 

The state-run agency said Mr. 
Fischer will have talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart and host, 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. and will be 
received by President Hosni Mub- 
arak. 

The agency quoted Mr. Fischer 
as saying his country supported 
negotiations on arms control wit- 
hout specifically referring to pro- 
jected Soviet-American talks on 
this subject. 

“Humanity should not be exp- 
osed to the dangers resulting from 
the quest for nuclear superiority 
and the misuse of space for mii- 
itary purposes." the agency quo- 
ted Mr. Fischer as saying. 

He also voiced support for an 
international conference to res- 
olve the Arab-fsraeli conflict, the 
agency said. 

Egypt and East Germany are 
bound by economic, cultural and 
scientific cboperdi Ion agreements. 


Mystery 
surrounds 
Iraqi ditch 



U.N. aide accused of defaming Cyprus 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — The 
Cyprus government spokesman 
accused unidentified U.N. sec- 
retariat officials Wednesday of 
launching “an orchestrated cam- 
paign" to blame the Greek Cyp- 
riot side for the failure of the latest 
U-N. -sponsored effort to mediate 
the Cyprus dispute. 

“It is clear that some sort of 
orchestrated effort is being made 
by certain circles of the United 
Nations Secretariat to shift the 
responsibility for the failure of the 
top level meeting onto the Greek 
Cypriot side.” the spokesman. 
Andreas Christofides said. He 
declined to identify anyone. 

“This is clear from the news 
sources quoted by international 
news agencies and some foreign 
newspapers." he added. 

“This effort was noted by us 
even while the top level pities were 
in progress in New York and Pre- 
sident (Spyros) Kyprianou pro- 
tested about this to the U.N. Sec- 
retary General who undertook to 
investigate the issue." the spo- 
kesman added. 

Mr. Christofides was addressing 
his first daily press briefing fol- 
lowing his return from the United. 
Nations in New York overnight. 
He was a member of the Greek 
Cypriot delegation artending the 


summit meeting between Mr. 
Kyprianou and the Turkish Cyp- 
riot leader, Rauf Denktash. 

“These efforts intensified fol- 
lowing the failure of the talks on 
■Sunday and Tuesday a very strong 
protest was_ made by the per- 
manent '’Cypriot delegate to the 
United Nations to J. Pico, and thr- 
ough Pico to the Secretary Gen- 
eral who is in Britain." Mr. Chr- 
istofides said. Mr. Pico is a senior 
aide of Javier Perez de Cuelier. 
ihe U.N. secretary general. 

In an apparent response to the 
Cyprus protest Mr. Perez de Cue- 
llar issued a denial that he held the 
Greek Cypriot side responsible 
for the break up of the talks. 

A U.N. statement issued in New 
York Tuesday night said Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar, who is currently 
in Edinburgh. Scotland, was asked 
whether he blamed the Greek 
Cypriots for the failure of the 
talks. 

“No. I think it would be unfair 
to blame the Greeks, as it would 
be from my side inappropriate to 
apportion responsibility.” he was 
quoted as saying in the statement. 

On Tuesday, the Associated 
Press quoted a U.N. official in 
New York, who spoke on con- 
dition he would- not be identified, 
as blaming President Kyprianou 


for the breakdown of the >dks. 

Before the talks opened last 
Thursday the official said. Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar had been under 
the impression that Mr. Kyp- 
rianou. like Mr. Denktash, was 
ready to accept a peace fra- 
mework the U.N. chief had wor- 
ked out with the two leaders dur- 
ing three rounds of indirect talks* 

But, when the direct talks 
began. Mr. Kyprianou “came in 
here, opened it all up. that threw 
us for a flip," the official said. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar's staff was 
described an baffled by what was 
seen at the United Nations as a 
marked “change in tone” on Mr. 
Kyprianou* s part since the indirect 
talks. _ 

President Kyprianou has been 
blaming the breakdown of the 
talks on Mr. Denktash, for ref- 
using to enter into negotiations to 
clear up important issues left uns- 
ettled in a “preliminary draft agr- 
eement” prepared by Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar. 

Mr. Denktash has been mai- 
ntaining for the past two months 
that he would reject any neg- 
otiations at the United Nations 
and that his meeting with Mr. 
Kyprianou. their first in five years, 
should be confined to the signing 
of th«r ■“draft-agreement.” • 


? LONDON — li the vMianificni 

: Jake excavated by the Jraqh from 
the deter: sah fiats call of Basra 
onlv an exceptionally large ami- 
tank ditch, or is it pan of an amh. 
itfous scheme u» dram ihe- frariian 
rivers flowing through Khu- 
zesran? 

Analysts working for . a New. 
York-bawd corporation who have 
watched ihe lake grow on a suc- 
cession of U.S satellite Jtttfurn 
over the past four ycitfS believe 
that the Iraqis conceived the exc- 
avation before the Gulf’ War and 
have persisted with it btttuuM: it is 
part of a strategic plan to recover 
what they regard as histiwic Arab 
lands. 

They believe that the like, and 
its long arms, may be l he secret 
weapon of which PresHlcm. Hus- 
sein has boasted. 

The project Maned as a simple 
flooded trench, about 3tr kil- 
ometres long and ».*'« j kil- 
ometre wide (about 1 8 miles hy 
1 ,000 yards). Mucking the obvious 
path across the flat desert north- 
east of Basra that the Iranian inf- 
antry might be expected la take 
But by January. 19S3. it had been 
extended at its south-eaMexh end 
into a 10-kiiomclrc-widc lake. 

British military intelligence- ass- 
essment is that the satellite pic- 
tures have merely disclosed a may 
sive defence work — 1 he Gua- 
rdian. 


3 Canadian 
diplomats 
recalled 
from Egypt 

OTTAWA <R) — Three Can- 
adian diplonia*s. inciiiuing 4 t.S- 
assador John Sch inter, have been 
recalled from Egypt following a 
probe into currency transactions, 
at the embassy in Cairo, an Ext- 
ernal Affairs Department spo- 
kesman has «aiU. 

He said the three were recalled 
“because of the way department 
regulations were being int- 
erpreted and implemented at the 
embassy". 

The spokesman said the dis- 
crepancy was discovered because 
of tough auditing procedures ins- 
ixituted at the ministry. 


TV & RADIO 

WHAT’^GOING ON 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17:00 Koran 

17:10 Cartoon* 

17:35 Children Programmes 

10:05 Wall Disney 

1*50 Local Programme on Agriculture 

19:20 Programme Review 

19:35 ..Week’s Evem 

1W5 Music 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:38 Arabic Series 

21:30 Tomorrow’s Programmes 

21:45 Arabic Play 

22:00 News in Arabic 

22:10 Play Continued 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

1&00 Itincrairc 

18:30 Versaille 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 Theatre de Bouvard 

19:30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Drawing Workshop 

20:30 Three's Company 

21:10 Travelling Man — Eps. 3 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 Oscar film: The Separate Tables 

RADIO JORDAN 

W KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 
A parity an 9560 KHz SW 


Light Music 

Newsdesk 

Morning Show 

... News Summary 
'• .. Morning Show 

Pop Session 

... News Summary 

Pop Session 

. News Summary 

Pop Session 

.. . News Bulletin 

Instrumentals 

.... Jus: A Minute 
.. .. Concert Hour 
... News Summary 
— Instrumentals 
.... Old Favourites 
... Special Feature 

Pop Session 

.. News Summary 
. Good Old Days 

Music 

Newsdesk 

. Dale with a Star 
.... Evening Shaw 
.. New* Summary 
.... Evening Show 
. News Summary 
... Evening Show 
.. News Summary 
Close Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

63Q. 720. 1413 KHz 

06:00 Newsdesk 06:30 Classical Record 
Review 06:45 Financial News 0fc55 Ref- 
lections 07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07:30 Peebles’ 
Choice 07:45 The World Today 0*00 
Newsdesk 08:30 Nature Notebook 
08:40 The Farming World 99rt0 World 
News 09:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
09:30 Cole Porter And His Music 09:45 
Network UK 10:00 World News 10:09 
Reflections 10:15 Country Music Spo- 
tlight 10:30 John Peel 11:00 World News 
11:09 British Press Review II;S5 The 
World Today 11:30 Financial News 
11:40 Look Ahead 11:45 Monitor I2riM 
News Summary; From The Promenade 
Concerts 12:30 Peter Clayton's Zodiac 
13:00 World News 13:09 News about 
Britain 13:15 New Ideas 13:25 The 
Week in Wales 13 JO Assignment 14:00 
Radio Newsreel I4:J5 Top Twenty 
14:45 Sports Round-up 15:00 World 
News 15:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
15:30 Network UK 15:45 Sackbuis And 
Smofonias 16:00 News Summary: Out- 
look 16:45 Juke Box Dury 1 7.-00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 The Pleasure's Yours 
18:00 World News 1*09 Commentary 
18:15 Assignment 18:45 The World 
Today 19:00 World News 19:09 Mer- 
idian 19:40 The Week in Wales 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20:00 Newsdesk 20:30 
Discovery 21:00 News Summary: Out- 
look 21:43 Stock Market Report 21:45 
Report on Religion 22:00 World News 
22ri» 24 Hours: News Summary 22:30 
Business Mailers 23:00 News Summary 
23:05 In Ihe Meantime 23:15 A Jolly 
Good Show 24:00 World News 00:25 
The Week in Wales 00:30 Financial 
News 00:40 Reflections 00:45 Sports 
Round-up 01:00 World News: Com- 
mentary 01:15 Merchant Navy Pro- 
gramme 01:30 Omnibus 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. 5W 7200. 9365. 11740. 

I / 925 & 15710 KHz 

06:00 Y'OA Morning: News. Informal 
Presenini ion of Popu lar M usic with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers to 
Listeners' ijucsiions. Science Digest. 
Sports News ol JO minute past the hour. 
17.-00 News 17:30 Music USA IX:00 
News 18:10 Focus 18:30 Special English ’ 
News and Features 19:00 News 19:10 
Newsline IfUO Magazine Show 2MQ 
News 20:10 Focus Z*3§ Special English 
and Features 21:00 Newsline America 
21 JO Music USA 22:00 News and Edi- 
torial 22: 15 Music USA Jazz 23:00 VOA 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

* An exhibition of paintings on silk by 
artist Ikbal Shukri at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (until Jan. 27). 

FILM 

* ” Whose Life is it Anyway?" Thursday 
at 7:00 p.m. at the American Centre. 

PLAY 

* A local play (The Choice > ai the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre TeL 661026/7 

American Centre Library .... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

....41520 
36147-k 
... 37009 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre 

... 44203 
. 24040 
- 39777 
. 665195 

Y.WC.A 


Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Library 

. 664251 
... 361 II 
K43555 


MUSEUMS 

FoBtlora Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4ih to IHth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum; Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities or 
Jordan. Jaba! AI OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m., 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m.' 
4.00 p,m.), Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains aeol- 
leclion of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most or the Muslim cou ntries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdch, Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 


1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (MHitnry Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Spons City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a-m.-4 pan. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 years old items such as co tunes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Umw Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 130 pjn. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Anunndmkm (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. 37440. 

De la SaOe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Awanuriathm (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

AagBcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 

Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Ar menia n Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian On- 
-hodox)) Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman International Church (loter- 
- denominational ): meets at Southern' 
Baptist School in Shmetsani. 816534. 

PRAYER TIMES 


95:13 

06:35 

11:48 

14:41 

17:01 

18:23 


— Fajr 

f Sunrise) Duha 

Dbiihr 

- *Asr 

— Maghreb 

- ‘tola 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alta inf- 
ormation department as the Queen Alia 
International Airport let. 1 08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

•9:15 .. Bucharest (RO) 

09*45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Cairo (RJ) 

10:00 - Dhahran (RJ) 

1*00 Beirut (RJ) 

1*35 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

11J0 Istanbul Ankara (TK) 

12:05 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 
(GF) 

1^35 — London (BA) 

1*38 Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 

1*40 Kuwait (KU) 

1*45 Cairo (RJ) 

Ifc-W Larnaca (RJ; 

1*45 Baghdad (IA) 

16:45 ... — Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17:00 Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon (IA) 

•7:25 Athens (RJ) 

17 JO New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:40 Belgrade. Istanbul (RJ) 

18:10 .... Amsterdam. Larnaca (KLM) 

18:15 Kuwait ( RJ] 

20:15 ...... Zurich. Larnaca (SR) 

20:28 Athens (OA) 

22J0 Cairo (MS) 

0»45 — Cairo (RJ | 

01:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

05:45 Cairo (RJ) 

OfcSO Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

07:00 Beirut (RJ ) 

WkO® — - Damascus. Paris (AF) 

08:45 Beirut (MEA) 

11:00 — Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:15 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

11:30 Athens (RJ) 

12:00 — Paris, London (RJ) 

12:15 _.... Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

12:20 Brussels. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12J0 Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

!3riM Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(GF) 

15J0 Larnaca. Tripoli (LN) 

15*5® Larnaca (CY) 

1*40 — - Kuwait (KU) 

17:15 Baghdad (IA) 

19J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

Ht48 Doha, Muscat {RJ) 

2*15 Jeddah (RJ) 

3*30 Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 

2*45 Cairo (RJ) 


21:90 — Abu Dhabi, Singapore (RJ) 

2338 Cairo (MS) 

•2:15 London (BA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Hania T 

— jarash 

— Jurina 

— Merzario Arabia 

— Amado 

— Jork Eagle 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) t your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair, with foggy condition in the 
early morning. Light and variable winds 
will become southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 1/13 

Aqaba ... ..... 9122 

Deserts 0/14 

Jordan Valley 7/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12, Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 70 per cent. Aqaba 45 
per cent. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell /buy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder 113.4/ U4.1 

Egyptian guinea 303 1 310 

French franc .... 41.9/ 42.2 

Iraqi dinar 342.6/ 348.6 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.9/ 21.1 

Japanese yen (for 1 00) 160 - 2 / 161.2 

Kuwaiti dinar .. 1331.6 1 1338.3 

Lebanese lira 40.7/ 41.6 

Omani riyal 1170/ 1 176.6 

Qatari riyal 111.6/ 112.3 

Saudi riyal 114/ 114.7 

Swedish crown ............. 44. fV 45.1 

Swiss franc 152.1/ 153 

Syrian lira ..... .....37.1/ 38.2 

UAE dirham 110.5/ 11IA- 

U.K. sterling pound 450 458.7 

U.S. dollar 407/ 409 

W. German mark ....... 128.2/ 129 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Firstaid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank - 775121 

Civil Defence rescue ..... 661111 

Foe headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police .......... 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. — 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-8’ 

Queen Alia lu. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn .. 44281-4 
AkOeh Mate roily. J. Amman ■■ 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman — ...... 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... 664171-4 

Shmermni Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa. J. Hussein ....... 667158 

AJ-Mnasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1 . 

Army. Marita 9161 1 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. NsbD AI Maridi 67533R 


Dr. Yousef AI Honmi 

Mreisb pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy .. 
Jabal AI Jofa pharmacy .... 

Sa incr pharmacy 

AI Sayycd pharmacy 

AI Ja'fari pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Khayyam taxi 

Bassam taxi 

Siynha taxi ... 

Hussein taxi 

KbaJdoua taxi 

Ahli taxi -.... 

AI KooZ taxi 

(RBU> 

Dr. Fakhri Sweilch 

Mu' m mar pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Murid Damra 

Andalus pharmacy - 


. 23474 
. 770910 
.. 2405! 
777444 
... ?S35*< 
.W-10K5 
. 778679 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television “731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints 066412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone: 

Information 12 

Jordan and Middle Easr calTi ........ 10 

Overseas calls 1 ^ 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service 1 1 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperftower price 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (Marten) 

Banana 

Banana (Mukaxnmar) .... 

Beans 

-Broad beans ' 


Chestnut 

Carrot (ycDow) „ 

Carrot (black) 

Cauliflower ...... 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Gsrlk 

Grapefruit 


in fils per kg. 

— 260 / 200 

260/200 

260/200 

280/240 

— 240/210 

250/ 180 

400 / 300 

— 70/ 50 

— 640 / 570 

120/ R0 

140/100 

70/ 50 

170/ 120 

— 300/240 
— 100/ 70 
150/ 120 

— 170/120 

— 130/100 


Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) ~1.’ 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

Oranges (Abu Surra) ... 
Oranges (Shammouti) .. 

Parsley 

Pears (American) 

Pepper (sweet) ...... 

Pepper (hot green) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes ... 

Spinach .... 

Tomatoes ... 

Turnip 


110/ * 

100/ 70 

260 / 200 

. — 190/ 160 

90/ W) 

...... 150/100 

150/ 120 

I3QJ 100 

— 250 / 200 
...... 200/ 170 

— 80/ 80 

— 5501 500 

— 340/300 

300 / 260 

270 / 230 

-.... 80/ 50 

70/ 50 

120/ 90 

......120/ 90 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Week’s road accidents claim 7 lives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seven people were killed and another 52 
persons were, injured in 140 road accidents which occurred thr- 
oughout the country during the last week, according to Traffic 
Department sources. The sources added that 110 of these acc- 
idents occurred in Amman. 

Committee to inspect weapon stores 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman .Governor Turk! A! H indaw i has 
decided to set up a committee, under the chairmanship of District 
Governor Ja'far Abu Jalama. to inspect stores trading in small 
arms and weapons. The measure aims to ensure that these stores 
-abide by the necessary regulations and Jaws on weapons. 

130 enrol at Irbid nursing college 

IRBTD (Petra) — A total of 130 students are enrolled in the 
newly-opened nursing college in Irbid, according to Irbid Health 
Department Director Mueen Ghool. He said that 2ft health cen- 
tres were opened in Irbid Governorate last year as part of the 
Ministry of Health's plan to improve health services in the region. 

Bashir instructs labels for houseplants 

AMMAN (Petra). — Indoor planis. whether local or imported, 
must be labelled with all the necessary information to ensure 
better handling by owners, according to a circular issued by Min- 
ister of Agriculture Mohammad A! Bashir. The labels should 
include the name of the plant, watering intervals, fertilising ins- 
tructions. the amount of light, ideal humidity and temperature for 
growth. 

ACC loan JD 400,000 to Karak farmers 

KARAK (Petra) — A total of JD 400.000 was loaned lo farmers 
in the Karak region, according *e Karak Agricultural Credit Cor- 
poration Director Khalid Majali. The loans were given to 20R 
farmers and were used for preparation of land, the purchase of 
agricultural machinery and tools and the development of livestock 
farms, he added. 


Ikbal uses silk’s natural sheen 
for detailed, realistic paintings 


By Meg Abu Ham dan 

Special So the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — At the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre this week is an exh- 
ibition of the colourful and 
findy-crafted silk paintings of 
Ikbal Shukri Tannir. Ikbal. as she 
signs herself, has just returned to 
Amman after a period of some 1 4 
years, during which time she tra- 
velled extensively to China, where 
she learnt the techniques of both 
traditional Chinese painting and 
batik, to Italy and finally to Jed- 
dah. Although she has always pai- 
nted. not only on silk but on sta- 
ined glass and in oils as well as 
coiti pld ingsome si: uipi uraf wort - / 
this is the first time she has ewer 
exhibited her work. 

"In Jeddah," she explained “I 
worked mostly on a commission 
basis which meant that as soon as I 
completed one piece it left me. so 1 
never had enough work together 
at one time to hold an exhibition. 

I was determined that was not 
going to happen here, so l ref- 
rained from selling until at least 1 
had exhibited my work." 

Silk painting, because of the soft 
sheen of the stretched fabric and 
the bright colours it tends to gen- 
erate are usually decorative in 
nature and Ikbal has let this idea 
dictate her subject matter which 
ranges from butterflies and flo- 
wers to birds and oriental lan- 
dscapes. 


There is. however, a difference 
in the work of Ikbal that separates 
it from the more usual typesof silk 
painting. The artist does not use 
the special glue “Gutta”. to stop 
her colours spreading too far. Jns- 
tead. Ikbal uses specially- 
designed paints that* allow her to 
paim almost normally, although at 
speed. 

“Having been used to painting 
on rice paper. Chinese style, 
whose essence is speed and acc- 
uracy. I found the technique of 
working with these paints on silk 
relatively familiar," she said. 

This technique also means that 
- 1 Ikbal rair prod lice bigffly TeaKstfc 
“•paintings, often full ot minute det- 
ails such as in the study of the 
eagle. "1 start by wetting the fabric 
completely and then, before ii has 
time to dry, 1 apply the soft washes 
or the background with a piece of 
cotton.” Ikbal explained. 

After this is dry. the artist app- 
lies the foreground details using 
swirling strokes of a larger brush 
to achieve images like the fiat ste- 
mmed reeds blowing in the breeze 
and a tiny almost dry brush to 
paint the individual feathers of her 
birds. Finally she adds touches of 
gold rhat bring the pieces to life as 
it both highlights her work and 
gives it depth. 

All the pieces are for sale, prices 
ranging from JD 40 to JD 250. 
The exhibition closes on Jan. 27. 



BEFORE THE . DOORS SHUT: The 

Lower House of Parliament in session Wednesday 
discussing the admissions exam for the secondary 


stage. The session was later closed for discussions on 
amendments to the passport law (Petra photo! 


Lawzi appeals to UAE, Qatar to 
fulfil financial aid pledges 


AMMAN (Petra) — The speaker 
of the Upper House of Parliament 
(Senate). Ahmad Al Lawzi. Wed- 
nesday cabled the heads of state of 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait tha- 
nking them for meeting their fin- 
ancial aid commitments to Jordan 
and urged Oatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to meet 
their aid obligations. 


In his cable to King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia. Mr. Lawzi exp- 
ressed Jordan's appreciation to 
Saudi Arabia for honouring its 
commitments to Jordan as dic- 
tated by Arab summit resolutions. 

Seven oil-producing Arab nat- 
ions agreed at a 197ft summit in 
Baghdad to give Jordan S 1 .25 bil- 
lion annually for 10 years, and to 


Anani calls 1985 budget 
‘one of the most crucial’ 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special lo the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — This year's budget is 
a practical application for the tar- 
gets and aims of previous dev- 
elopmental plans such as dep- 
ending on local ■ revenues, acc- 
ording to Minister of Trade and 
Industry Jawad Al Anani. 

Dr. Anani. who was speaking 
during a panel discussion on 
19R5's budget Tuesday evening, 
also said that the budget is a ref- 
lection of the government's amb- 
itions to increase self-reliance. He 
insisted, however, that the budget 
represents a new approach reg- 
arding the international and local 
economic situation and that this 
budget is being implemented to 
complement previous five-year 
development plans and to imp- 
lement a new five-year dev- 
elopment •plan.' 1 

Dr. Anani said that lately a lot 
of people would like ‘to ask the 
minister of finance how he is going 
to encourage the agricultural sec- 
tor and that these people would 
like to be shown, numbers to back 
up various plans. The minister also 
said that this year's budget is one 
of the most crucial budgets and is 
likely to face a lot of difficulties. 

Also speaking at the discussion, 
organised by The League of Jor- 
danian Writers, was Mr. Moh- 
ammad Dabbas. a former minister 
of finance who said that when pre- 
paring a budget, we have to con- 
sider the plans for the coming 
year, especially since dev- 
elopment plans are closely linked 
to past plans. 

Mr. Dabbas said that ever sinofe 


he joined the government in 1 952. 
he has been against foreign loans 
and financial aid. Instead. Mr. 
Dabbas said that the government 
should depend more heavily on 
local revenues. He continued that 
a dependence on foreign financial 
supplies is a “devastating met- 
hod" and said that Jordan h3s fal- 
len into the obsession of bor- 
rowing loans, causing the country 
to reach a critical stage affecting 
both the government and the peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Dabbas expressed grave 
concern over this year's budget, 
and said that he wondered where 
Jordan can obtain revenues, esp- 
ecially since the government can- 
not cut down on its services. 

Mr. Dabbas commented on the 
increase of taxes saying that such 
an increase will not encourage the 
public to Invest their capital aricT 
therefore we are going through “a 
state of stagnation". Mr. Dabbas 
also suggested that the gov- 
ernment reconsider its met- 
hodology in all aspects. 

He added that Jordan should 
minimise its borrowing account 
from the foreign countries so that 
it will not lose its credibility, which 
so far has remained good. 

Mr. Fahed Al Fanek. a leading 
economist, said that Jordanians 
have responded positively to ihe 
increase in prices of fuel and food 
items and all the recent increases 
because they realise that the sta- 
ndard of living has risen int- 
ernationally. and because they are 
totally convinced that we cannot 
consume three times more than 
we produce locally. 


.provide other funds to Syria and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). Most of the cou- 
ntries. including Algeria. Iraq and 
Libya, have not honoured their 
commitments. 

Mr. Lawzi thanked the Emir of 
Kuwait. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
AJ Sabah, and the Kuwaiti people 
for the payment of two-thirds of 
iis financial aid commitment to 
Jordan. 

The Senate speaker expressed 
confidence that Kuwait will hon- 
our its commitment despite its fin- 
ancial difficulties. Kuwait's I9S4 
financial aid was reduced by 40 
per cent because of lower oil rev- 
enues. 

In his cable to the Emir of 
Qatar. Sheikh Khalifa lbn Hamad 
Al Thani. the speaker informed 
the Qatari head of state about a 
decision made by the Senate to 
urge Arab states to honour their 
commitments for financial sup- 
port to Jordan. 


SSC director 
asks retiring 
persons to 

register for 
pensions 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanians 
who have reached the age of ret- 
irement should immediately con- 
tact the offices of the Social Sec- 
urity Corporation (SSC) to reg- 
ister for a monthly pension or a 
lump-sum pension settlement, 
according to SSC Director Gen- 
eral Mahdi Al Farhan. 

He said that each beneficiary 
who reaches retirement age. 60 
years for men and 55 years for 
women, must have had at least 10 
years of continued contributions 
to the corporation's fund. Those 
who did not have a 10 year con- 
tribution can ‘buy - extra years aga- 
inst their previous years of con- 
tribution, he said. 

He added those who have rea- 
ched retirement age. but not the 
minimum 10 years contribution, 
caa still continue work or find a 
new job until the age of 65. 


RSS explores wind, solar resources for alternative power 


37 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN- — As part of its drive to 
find alternative sources of energy. 
Jordan over the past decade has 
been trying to develop solar ene- 
rgy and wind power. Both these 
energy sources are available in 
Jordan, unlike oil which costs the 
country $600 million annually, 
with a consumption rate of 60.000 
barrels per day. 

By the end of I9R4. the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) had sig- 
ned an agreement with the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ ) under 
which the RSS will offer technical 


assistance to implement solar ene- 
rgy and wind power for WAJ pro- 
jects. 

According to Dr. Hani Almulqi, 
director of the Solar Energy Res- 
earch Centre at the Mechanical 
Engineering Department of the 
RSS, the agreement includes a JD 
15,000 project, financed by the 
WAJ. The energy research centre 
will investigate the technical and 
economic feasibility of utilising 
solar energy via photovoltaic tec- 
hnology to pump water from sha- 
llow wells in Al Jafar and Al 
Omary where systems will be ins- 
talled within the next two months. 

Photovoltaic applications are a 


joint venture between the RSS 
and the German Agency for Tec- 
hnical Cooperation (GTZ), which 
aims to develop the capabilities of 
the centre in systems design and 
the application of a decentralised 
mini-photovoltaic system suitable 
for applications such as water 
pumping. 

Another part of the agreement, 
partially financed by the WAJ and 
GTZ. is a joint research project on 
the feasibility of establishing three 
water pumping stations to be ope- 
rated using wind power. 

The energy research centre 
plans to install three wind energy 
converters at Jesr Al Rowayish',- 
A1 Kharaneh and Al Tawaneh in 



High.deasity silicon solar celfc mounted on 10 - metre 
by 3-metre arrays sure currently used in Saudi Ara- 


bia to harness the sun for solar energy ( J.T. file 
photo) 


the desert regions of Jordan. Dr. 
Al Mulqi says that this study will 
be conducted to determine the ini- 
tial technical and economic fea- 
sibilities. after which experts will 
identify pans for such systems 
which could be produced locally 
and then to develop their ass- 
ociated production plans. 

Activities, projects 

Speaking about the solar energy 
centre's activities and goals since 
its establishment in November 
19R3. Dr. Al Mulqi says the centre 
has conducted studies to identify 
the potential applications of solar 
energy and wind power in Jordan 
in order to direct its work towards 
those applications which are most 
needed. At the same time, he 
added,, the centre studies how 
these energy sources could be app- 
lied to complete with conventional 
energy -utilising systems. In this 
regard, the centre has realised that 
these alternative energy sources 
could be used in to provide the 
basic energy needs in such loc- 
ations. since rural regions have a 
high potential for large scale use of 
these systems. Dr. Al Mulqi adds. 
He said that examples for utilising 
solar energy and wind power in 
the rural areas include water 
pumping, providing clinics with 
necessary electrical power for ref- 
rigerators. lights and medical equ- 
ipment and providing schools with 
televisions to receive transmitted 
educational programmes. In the 
urban areas, solar water heating 
systems provide a very atrractive 
substitute for conventional water 
heaLing systems, adds Dr. Al 
Mulqi. 

As for water pumping, the cen- 
tre had identified wells in Jordan 
which could be operated by solar 
energy and wind power especially 
in locations where there is no con- 
ventional electrical connection. 
At the sites of these wells mea- 
surements of solar energy and 


wmd power have been carried out. 

Dr. AJ Mulqi expressed his gra- 
titude to local organisations, such 
as the WAJ. who are willing to 
support the centre's projects and 
he said that this reflects (he pro- 
gressive ideas of the organisations 
and a confidence in the centre’s 
.work. 

The energy research centre 
occupies several offices and lab- 
oratories at the Mechanical Eng- 
ineering Department and has sev- 
eral pilot experimental stations in 
various pans of the Kingdom. The 
centre has completed other pro- 
jects including sea water des- 
alination using the heat pipes pri- 
nciple and the design and ins- 
tallation of mini photovoltaic sys- 
tems. 

Industrial applications 

The centre is currently in the 
process of implementing other 
pioneering projects in the country 
such as continuing the dev- 
elopment of domestic solar hea- 
ling. a solar house project and stu- 
dying the various solar collectors, 
storage systems and auxiliary sys- 
tems. The centre is also res- 
earching developing solar water 
heaters for industrial applications, 
designing a Stirling engine with the 
possibility of using solar energy as 
the prime source to run the engine 
for mechanical and electrical out- 
puts. collecting climatic data rel- 
ated to solar radiation, wind 
speed, ambient temperature and 
other climatic parameires as well 
as studying Jordan’s energy req- 
uirements and energy services. 

The energy centre is also dra- 
wing up future projects such as 
developing flat plate collectors for 
large hoi water systems and solar 
ponds. The centre aims to conduct 
a preliminary study on- the eco- 
nomic feasibility of constructing a 
pilot experimental solar pond at 
the potash production site of the 
Dead Sea. 


Working team requests assistance for W. Bank farmers 

Arab League committee 
calls for effective boycott 
of U.S.-Israeli trade zone 


By a Jordan Times StaJT Writer 

AMMAN — An Arab League working team meeting 
in Amman Wednesday called for a strict and eff- 
ective enforcement of Arab measures to boycott Isr- 
aeli goods and products and also prepared rec- 
ommendations to counter the proposed United . 
States- Israeli free trade zone. 


. Secretary general of the 
Jordanian- Palestinian Committee 
for the Support of Steadfastness in 
the Occupied Arab Lands and 
member of the Arab League wor- 
king team. Dr. Fuad Be&eiso said 
lhat the team has drawn up a 
number of recommendations lobe 
referred to the Arab Economic 
and Social Council, scheduled to 
hold meetings at ministerial level 
in March. 

The working team, who con- 
cluded their meetings Wednesday, 
drew up their suggestions after 
studying the current situation and 
assessing the most effective and 
efficient means of implementing 
boycott measures against Israeli 
products. 

Regarding the U.S.-Israeli str- 
ategic cooperation, ihe projected 
U.S.-Israeli free trade zone and 
the support of the steadfastness of 
Arab occupied citizens within the 
framework of boycott practices: 
the team recommended the fol- 
lowing: 

— That all Arab slates have the 
right lo use any available means of 
boycott, including economic mea- 
sures. in order to counter any agr- 
eement between any country and 
the American- Israeli free trade 
zone. 

— The listing and boycotting of all 
goods exported by Israel and res- 
embling American goods to ens- 
ure that these products do not leak 
into the Arab World through the 
U.S., Israeli zone. 

— To call on all Arab states to 
adopt an independent economic 
policy, especially for grain and 


basic food commodities, which arc 
presently imported From the U.S. 
and that an Arab cooperation 
programme to this effect be imp- 
lemented soon. 

— Accepting lhat. in the long run. 
confronting such agreements bet- 
ween Israel and Western countries 
depends on the realisation of Arab 
efforts towards Arab economic 
self-sufficiency and that this will 
be the best method of ensuring 
Arab independence in the eco- 
nomic field. 

— The strict enforcement of Arab 
boycott regulations regarding the 
free trade zones which state that a 
certificate of origin must include a 
statement certifying that the 
goods do not contain any parts 
produced or made in Israel. 

— The listing of alternative sou- 
rces for the purchase ot basic 
commodities as subsi it tiles tor the 
U.S. market if an agreement on 
the free trade zone is signed. 

— Banning the import of goods 
which are likely to have had any 
Israeli participation in their pro- 
duction in any form. 

— Launching media campaign :u 
the popular level to support off- 
icial efforts lor confronting the 
consequences of setting up the 
projected free trade zone between 
the U.S. and Israel. 

• — Applying these rec- 
ommendalions to West European 
countries if they issue resolutions 
against the Arab boycott of Israel. 

The committee also stated that 
Arab boycott measures applied by 
the Jordanian government on the 
movement of agricultural and 


industrial goods from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to Arab cou- 
ntries are sound procedures. The 
committee also said that these 
measures guarantee that Israeli 
goods will not be allowed into 
Arab markets. 

Regarding the supporting of the 
steadfast ness of Arab citizens. Dr. 
Bcsciso said that it has agreed to 
encourage the marketing of ind- 
ustrial and agricultural products 
from the West Bank, especially 
citrus fruits. The committee said 1 
this is very important lor sup- 
porting national steadfastness in 
ihe occupied Arab territories. 

These products, he added, lace 
arbitrary restrictions from Israel 
and competition Irnm imported 
products Irom Europe. The team 
also recommended that Arab 
countries give prioritv in the imp- 
ortation of products Ir* >m the •ve- 
il pied territories, especially citrus 
The team also recommended that 
a portion oft he available funds for” 
supporting steadfast ness, be all- 
ocated to support agricultural 
products in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. He also added lhat the 
team called lor setting up a special 
committee lor supporting the 
marketing of the occupied ter- 
ritories’ products in the Arab and 
foreign markets and lo com- 
pensate the larmers for any losses. 

The team also submitted a 
number ot proposals which aim to 
develop work in Arab boycott 
departments and to promote awa- 
reness of the boycott and ihe 
world trends which support Israel 
and weaken Arab boycotts. Ik 
said. Dr. Beseiso called on Arab 
countries to deal with the res- 
olutions regarding support of ste- 
adfastness in the very serious 
manner which they deserve. 

Heading the work team in the 
several-day meeting was the Arab 
League assistant secretary general 
lor economic at fairs. Dr. Abdul 
Hassan Zalzala. 



In a symbolic gesture, the caretaker waves a feather duster al Hawwa. 
a young Arab girl struggling against male domination, during a scene 
from ‘The Choice' lAI Ra’i photo) 


Variation on a theme tackles modern 
dilemma of Arab women’s identity 

By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan' Times 

AMMAN — “The Choice", is a 
serious and realistic play based 
upon the legend of Pygmalian and 
written by Hisham Yannis for the- 
atrical use. The original theme of 
Pygmalian revolves around an art- 
ist who created a statue in t he form 
of a woman. After she became 
alive and real, the artist tried to 
keep her saying: “You are mine", 
but the woman replied: "No. I am 
free. 1 am what I am". 

According to Mr. Yannis. who 
-as also the main actor in the play. 

“the message that 1 try to com- 
municate is that when a man gives 
a woman her education, which 
implies her freedom, he has no 
right whatsoever to hold her and 
force her to remain his property.” 

He added that he believes in the 
liberation of women, that women 
arc free and that they should be 
able to choose their own life- He 
also said lhat any woman who asks 
for her freedom has to fight for it 
and should be well prepared to id- 
le rate al! the results of her request 
and she should be responsible for 
her choice. 

Mr. Yannis told the Jordan 
Times that this play applies to 
Arab society: women in this soc- 
iety are captive' under the rule of - 
men who dominate women. The 
men follow the proverb which 
says: “He who has taught me a 
letter, to him 1 shall be a slave". 

He said that he is opposed to this 
proverb and all it implies and this 
has given him inspiration to write 
such a serious play, reflecting the 
grave situation of women in Arah 
countries. 

Challenging the image 
of women 

‘The Choice’, currently running 
at the Royal Cuiiural Centre 
(RCC) in Amman, is directed by 
Mr. Hani Snowbar and tells the 
story of a woman, named 
‘Hawwa’. played by Abir Issa. 

Through Hawwa. one can sense 
(he serious attempts by women to 
break down walls and of cha- 
llenging the image of women in 
society. Hawwa has found within 
herself, the capabilities of bre- 
aking Lhis solid wall but she has to 
go against her family who did not 
want her to obtain her Bachelors 
Degree. Hawwa obtains her deg- 
ree by correspondence and dec- 
ides to continue for her Masters. 

Here she meets Dr. Loutfi. played 
by Hisham Yannis, who influences 
her through the books she has to 
read and she later decides to leave 
her fiancee because he thinks that 
women belong to the house or the 


kitchen and that they are only 
good for raising children — the 
traditional roles of women in Arab 
society. 

Through the characters in the 
play, some social stereotypes such 
as the caretaker, played by Fouad 
Shoumali. who believes that the 
society is patriarcaL are typified 
and loom as large as lilc in the 
play. 


THEATRE REVIEW 


The doctor encourages Hawwa 
to slick to her own personality and 
independence, but in the mea- 
‘mime. one can notice a tra- 
nsitional change in Hawwa’ s per- 
sonality. reflected in her change of 
clothes style. From a very modest 
girl to a sophisticated woman. 
Hawwa has also gained partial 
independence -by living with her 
friend Riham. with whom she sha- 
res ihe same spirit. 

Riham has adopted the ‘Eur- 
opean’ way of life in the way she 

thinks and also in the way she dre- 
sses but ihe doctor insists that 
women can Mill express the- 
mselves and have freedom for 
wearing the traditional long dress, 
the Thawb. 

Complementing society 

A serious theme emerges thr- 
oughout this two act play: that soc- 
iety should be educated in a way 
which complements its social 
norms and values in order to avoid 
a “bi-culture' problem. This view is 
expressed by the doctor who 
wants to base education on the 
Arab personality and culture. A 
tragic element accompanies this 
theme when we realise that Riham 


tried to commit suicide because 
she realised that her freedom and 
liberation was only a play: bas- 
eless and superficial. 

Pygmalian's theme fulfills itself 
when Dr. Loutfi proposes mar- 
riage and she refuses, going aga- 
inst the proverb “ He who has lea- 
rnt you a letter, to him I should be 
his slave". Hawwa has decided 
that she will never be the property 
of any man: " I am free, the choice 
is mine", she says. 

The doctor has finally treated 
her the same way as all men. he 
wanted her for himself, like every 
father, brother and husband in 
Arab society, who treat women 
with a male -oriented attitude. 
Hawwa says. The siory ends when 
Hawwa says: "My misery is that I 
have discovered my true self. I 
face a lot of problems, hm I shall 
never surrender. I shall create a 
new generation who shall learn 
how in trust themselves. 1 shall 
walk proudly”. 

Technical aspects 

The technical aspects of this 
play were carried out in harmony 
with the dramatic structure of the 
play. The set. designed by Karram 
Nimri. reflected the mood of the 
play and enhanced its mood and 
the movements of- the actors. 

The three actors excelled in 
their roles and the audience enj- 
oyed the play which passed very 
quickly, although it was 75 min- 
utes long. This could be attributed 
to the excellent script, which car- 
ried a serious message, the dir- 
ector's personal interpretations of 
the play as well as the professional 
actors who participated in the 
play. 

The play will be on show at the 
RCC until the end of February. 
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Enlightened debate 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


A strong moral streak runs through U.S. history 


SANFRANCISCO - Middle 
aged foreigners returning to 
the U.S. after an absence of 
■twenty years would be sur- 
prised by many changes. Twe- 
nty years ago official 2nd uno- 
fficial segregation of the races 
still prevailed in most of the 
U.S. Today there is little seg- 
regation left. There are mil- 
lions of poor blacks, but blacks 
with money can live almost 
anywhere they want, and 
'blacks can be . found in pro- 
minent positions throughout 
the society. More striking still, 
is the presence of so many 
black faces on American TV. 
How strange, he would won- 
der. How could racist attitudes 
which seemed so deeply rooted 
vanish so rapidly? 


The foreigner might also be 
amazed at the outpouring of 
food relief for Africa that has 


taken place in recent weeks. 
■ The sight on T. V. of dying Afr- 
ican children provoked vast 
waves of sympathy throughout 
the U.S. (and in many other 
countries as well), and at the 
same time a new protest mov- 
ement against South African 
racist policies has erupted, joi- 
ned even by conservative 
members of Congress. 

This visiting foreigner might 
ask: What is this curious rel- 
ationship between white and 
black, American and African? 
Surely the U.S. has no major 
economic, military, or political 
interests in Africa. Africa 
could disappear from the face 
of the earth and it would not 
have a major effect on the eco- 
nomies of the U.S. and other 
capitalist powers, nor would it 
alter the superpower balance 
of forces. Why then so much 
passionate concern about Afr- 


ica? 

The ultimate answer lies in a 
peculiar American quality. 
There is a strong moral streak 
that runs through American 
history. Foreigners often see it 
as a little more than hypocrisy. 
' Nevertheless it is real and takes 
the form of a compulsion to 
feed, aid, and free people def- 
ined as poor and oppressed. 
For almost a century, the U.S. 
has done more than any other 
nation to provide food aid and 
disaster relief throughout the 
world. To get rid of surplus 
' food stocks? To gain footholds 
of influence? Perhaps, but only 
partly. The major part has been 
the workings of this curious 
American moral streak. 

That moral streak takes the 
form of a strong desire “to be 
liked", not to be seen as the 
oppressor or the rich man. 
Americans -want to be the 


“good-guy”. In Vietnam they 
were the “bad guys? to much of 
the rest of the world. To black 
men, they were more than the 
bad guys. They were hideous 
oppressors. They were sla- 
vemasters. They were white 
men who saw black skin as a 
mark of God's punishment. 
They regarded blacks the way 
pious Hindus treat “ Untouch 
ables” in their society, as not fit 
to be touched by the hands of 
ordinary men. 

En the 1960’s, white guilt 
towards blacks broke through 
its containing walls. That sta- 
rted a process of black lib- 
eration that has seen blacks 
make a mark almost eve- 
rywhere in American society. 
Suddenly white Americans saw 
not just a few but many int- 
elligent, creative, hard- 
working, shrewd, and pas- 
sionate blacks assume com- 


manding roles. ■ 

Till recently, relatively few 
Americans were concerned 
with Africa. Even black Ame- 
ricans were not all that deeply 
involved in anti-apartheid pol- 
itics. But all of a sudden ami- 
apartheid sentiment has swept 
throught the black community. 
And wbite Americans arc 
being drawn into the mov- 
ement as well. Why? The only 
answer is that moral streak 
which has so long run through 
American history. 


That is going to mean more 
American food for Africa, 
more money, and more pol- 
itical concern. American inf- 
luence will grow in southern 
Africa and in northern Africa. 
And the latter means in cou- 
ntries with large Muslim pop- 
ulations. 

In Africa two great religions 


are comperrne tor the voufc of 
men — Islani and Christ iwiicy, 
Even though America ri a sec- 
ular country, li c.t!f let nitty of 
the values of Christian civ- 
ilisation. The American guilt 
towards blacks come* ult- 
imately from a spccud Chr- 
istian belief that the (farefc 
has a special obligation to Ifc 
poor and oppressed. 

But Islam too has a long his- 
torical htieies! in Africa. Warn ' 
was the first to bring in the light, 
nf civilisation. There are anc*. 
ient cities in Nigeria and along 
the East Africafl coast Mass 
also is i He rapidly spr- . 
ending religion in Africa. 

Historical Jest in v ss taking 
America into Africa. Warn has 
long been there We shall see. 
how the drama of these two Civ- 
ilisations unfolds in Africa and 
among black people eve-' 
rv where in the unwkl 


WE followed with great interest the debate in the Upper House of 
Parliament on Tuesday on the 1985 budget. Our senators, being the 
honourable and experienced gentlemen they are enlightened us with 
their knowledge and gave us the benefit of their experience in dis- 
cussing the affairs of the state. We hope that the government itself 
shares our feelings about the discussion. 

The recommendations issued by (be Financial Committee of the 
House are but a product of the great experience that its honourable 
members have amassed over the years. They are all worthy of pon- 
dering and implementing where necessary and possible. 

The House in (he end approved the budget, but the approval in itself 
in no way implies that we have a perfect project on our hands: every 
ounce of advice offered is worthy of our attention and consideration. 
There were many points mentioned that are worth considering and 
pursuing, and we can only commend the hard work and the sincerity 
with which the senators made their points. The whole debate was an 
excellent exercise in democracy which we hope to emulate in the future 
and also enforce. 

It is always heartening to note that the Upper House is doing a work 
that is as useful as that of the Lower House. But for the interaction 
between the two Houses to be at its best, the government also has to 
help. For instance, the cabinet could better facilitate the work of 
parliament in the future by submitting its draft budget Tor discussion 
earlier than usual, so that it could be more fully debated and dis- 
cussed. This should help members of the Lower and Upper Houses in 
doing their preparatory work more efficiently and expect better fee- 
dback as a result. The government could also ftirnisfa them with more 
information, studies and analysison all subjects under discussion so as 
to help the parliamentarians decide which options are the best 
In the U.S., the fiscal budget is debated a whole year before it 
actually comes into effect. In saying that we are not demanding a 
12-month notice before the yearly budget is approved, but we do think 
timla few weeks for doing a comprehensive job on it by parliament 
copld not be enough. Still parliament deserves praise for its exa- 
mination of this year’s budget, and the government for facilitating its 
worK. 



Malaysian premier attacks 
fundamentalism 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 


per cent of rhe population are 
non-Muslim. Vi c are not going to 
force upon them anything that is 
no( acceptable to them," he %aid. 

Nevertheless Mr. Mahathir has 


White farmers prepare for 1 battle 
to keep possessions in New Caledonia 


KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysian 

n ; . .. . i <vii. .riaiiduni Mtf 

Pnme MmfsterDatuk Sen Mah- mel dcmafKls hom rd . 

5*“ i Mn^ad Tuesday dep- igiousgroup *. His government has 
red w tat he called the nse in introduced reforms based on fsl- 
Muslnn fundamentalism and rac- ^ pr j nL . ip , es and upan W . 

y-espea^Iy among am*. Bank and an international 
^ung Malp.ms. Uamic University. 

Mr ? Mahsuhir accu^d o^os^tlon J? eli ® ioUS ,l»™ 

nn rtipc , „ j ,7r °PP°* IU ° n become more prominent and men 

damentalists of exploiting cthnfc in T 

issues for political ends-. Ind sti- fu ” *«*«««* ha *® 

rring up religious sentiments ^ comc ® .“™°“ s, S hl 0,1 "* 
among the coumiy’s Malay. Chi- slreei of kuaIa Lumpur ,n TOBI 
nese and Indian population. ye ?!?' ...... 

He said the fundamentalist Mr Mahathir doe, nothehevc 
Party Islam Sa Malaysia (PAS). “ m ? hlft , towards l * lamK 
which has stepped up its campaign ls , a backward step, 

for an Islamic administration. , There has been a shift especially 
seemed to be increasing its app- “° m ,lie P° mi v * ew °PP~ 
eals to the young. earances. But it is not a ret- 

”In universities, in schools and r?8 res p ves j 1 fff. It is merely a man- 
tn certain services Malaysians (of ? 6 . saxton a renewed farthm rel- 
different races) have been urged jS ron .a*^ that is trot bad in itself.” 

to stay apart,” the prime minister .A? ,d ’ . 

• - K But we have people who arc 

extreme in their views and these 


said. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


By Brian Timms 

Reuter 


Al Ra’i: Helping Jordan’s steadfastness 


PRIME MINISTER Ahmad Obeidat Tuesday announced good 
news about the How of crude oil from Hamza Well Number Three 
He said that the underground pressure of this well was five times chat 
of he first two wells With this good news, and with the continued 
drilling in the field, the Jordanian people as well as the government 
are optimistic lhaL their aspirations will be fulfilled at last. 

This country has suffered a lot because of the lack of funds for 
derence. for development and for supporting the steadfastness of the 
Palestinians under Israeli rule. This country cannot shirk its national 
responsibility and therefore it requires sufficient funds for its needs. 

« is true that some Arab countries have not abided by their 
financial commitments to Jordan as provided for by the Arab summit 
? ul th ® J o rd anian people cannot afford.to abandon their 
responsibilities and. through the help of some Arab states, they have 
been able to maintain a heroic steadfastness, and at the same time 
carry out development projects. 

™ e ^overy of oil in Jordan will no doubt bring with it delight to 

l* h *T S ° f ,h * Jorda ™an people because the additional revenues 
will help ensure further progress and more steadfastness. 


Al Dustour: We support the budget 


LA FOA, New Caledonia - 
French white settlers are turning 
farms into fortresses to ward off 
national militants they say are try- 
ing to grab their land in the tur- 
bulent French Pacific territory of 
New Caledonia. 

They have dug gun emp- 
lacements on high ground, ins- 
talled searchlights around far- 
mhouses, and formed radio links 
in case of trouble. 

The whites are gearing up for 
conflict as militant Melanesian 
Kan ales step-up their drive for an 
end to 131 years of French rule. 

At the same time, Kanak tri- 
besmen are building armed bar- 
ricades around their own land fea- 
ring attacks from settlers. 

While the French government 
tries to get nationals and white to . 
agree on a formula for ind- 
ependence. rural areas are edging 
dangerously close to war. 

Spokesmen for both sides said 
the settlers and the Kanaks had 
established military training 
camps. 


hu?3,^L J C UP u Per H ? USe i° f Par,iament has endorsed the draft 
budget for 1985 we hope that the public will help the government in 

sr; ,r i 8pla "; cd projects - Thc priva,e *«»■ ^ a 

schemes 1 he ping he & overnment raise the required funds for varimi 

The budget displays a dear reliance on internal revenues and 
c fleets the governments determination to make Jordan self- 
dependent Therefore, the internal revenues will be urgently fea- 
tured to help implement the projects provided for in the new budget 

‘ h ; S .?-° eS -5°; m t an Ihai Jordari wiH not need Ara b financial lid. 
in fact this aid has become more and more necessary now to help 
Jordan meet its national commitments bv acquiring advanced wea- 
pons to ensure defence and supporting the steadfastness of the Arab 
Ah^i n h er ,/f a , occupation. The budget as Prime Minister 
P^idat said, reflects Jordan's keenness on maintaining 
strong relations with Arab countries which can back Jordan’s efforts 
to defend thc Arab Nation. 

We support the government’s policies and plans contained in the 
new budget, and we hope that the private sector and the public iii 
general will work hand m hand with the government to achieve the 
aspirations of the people. 


There are about 10,000 white 
farmers on more than half the isl- 
and" s rich cattle-grazing lands. 

Most interpret independence as 
meaning they would have to give 
up the land to the 55,000 Kanaks 
mostly living on the sparser mou- 
ntain slopes. 

The settlers were put under 
siege when Kanaks began a major 
drive for independence in mid- 
. November. They had to be sup- 
plied by airlifts after the Kanaks 
blocked roads around the cou- 
ntryside. 

The roadblocks were removed 
last month for the independence 
talks. 

The 55,000 settlers in the cap- 
ital. Noumea, have been lajrgely 
unaffected by the violence which 
has killed 19 people. Their main 
irritation has been a night curfew 
imposed under a state of eme- 
rgency declared on Jan. 12. 

But whires on the fertile west 
roast say they are being encircled 
by militant Kanaks. They are for- 
ming a farmers’ militia with 
women and teenagers being tau- 
ght to handle guns at secret tra- 
ining sessions. 


Some famihouses bear the scars 
of Kanak guofirer Cattle are being 
killed’or rustTedTand ’wife fences 
are bditfg fdfiFdottH:* >• -• 

Mr. Jacques, a west coast far- 
mer. says Kanaks are also ado- 
pting psychological warfare by fla- 
shing torches at the farms at night. 

He declined to be fully ide- 
ntified to avoid giving away his 
defence set-up. But on a tour of 
his farm he pointed out his per- 
sonal machine-gun bunker, a big 
collection of other weapons and 
six large growling dogs. 

On the lounge wall of his large 
farmhouse, nestling between stu- 
ffed deer heads with sprawling 
antlers, is a large loudspeaker 
.forming part of his early warning 
attack system — a radio link with 
other farmers in the valley. 

The farmers, helped by friends 
from Noumea, keep a day and 
night vigil from a trench in a . 
800-metre high hill overlooking, 
the valley. 

When Kanaks sneak up to their 
farms from the tribal lands, the 
warning is relayed from the bun- 
ker through loudspeakers across 
the Valley and farmers reach for 



We are not unduly worried but ' - — — 

of course we would like to see that are . ' v ^° secra ,0 ma ^ e 

it does not increase substantially '/npact. They arc a minority bur 

because it can have a very bad eff- * wtr views are given a much btg- 
cct on- the future of. Malaysia.” * e £ a,n ?S tha « (those of the) m*n- 

Malays make up about half of ordy . w . , I* 31 * a Sincere desire to 
the country’s 15 million pop- prac, ! s ?r I t slam as ® should be pfa* 


ulation. 


their guns. 

The Kanaks have brought in a 
bulldozer to carve a track from 
their land to that of the white far- 
mers. The bulldozer goes into act- 
ion when it gets dark. 

“They have got five more hours’ 
work to do. They’ll first use .the 
road to steal our cattle and after 
that who knows...” said Mr. Jac- 
ques: 

He hopes independence talks 
will ensure the white settlers, most 
of them French, can keep their 
land. 

“If they don't, we are prepared 
to fight for it,” he said. 


etised the prime minister added. 
He agreed that PAS had sec- , L? 51 a charity concert by a 
ured wide publicity for its views in ,, local P°R s,n S er vvas can- 

the past year but said it was dif- ce ‘J cd ‘ , 
ficult to tell whether this would be XI °. f stu . dcm * from rh <? 

translated into votes at a general Nattonal University of Malaysia 
election. forced the university authorities to 

PAS. whose power base lies sl )° w b y Sudirman 

among poorer rural Malay com- Arshad which they claimed would 
munities of the north and nor- be ..l n J. IsJamic - 
theast states, won five of the 154 . . ,! S .? as 1 an unfortunate inc- 
parliamemary seats at rhe last ele- ’ dem ' ™ r * Mahathir said. “This 
ction in 1982. nappened because these are 

Its leaders attack Mr. Mah- y° un 8 people whose und- 
athir’s 11-party multi-racial coa- f rs, f nd I , fe of ,s,am * v ery min- 
Ution for its“un-lslamic” way of ,maL y aTor funateIy. they thr- 
ru nning Malaysia where .Islam is eaiened People who, again unf- 
the national religion. But it res- ort “ nate, y- in.” 

omu . - Mr. Mahathir 


erves its btaeresf criticism for the - Mt ' ^ ahathir accused PAS of 


Jism tor the f . “ ‘ oi 

prime minister’s own party, the Tom ? min g Ir ° u ole among students 
Malay-based United Malays Nat- P a ri |CU,ar, y ,h ose studying abr- 
ional Organisation (UMNO). oad ‘ 


•MU JigamMiion IUMHU . r; . . . 

PAS caused political uproar bv l 7 aiays,a has more than 50,000 
branding all UMNO members as stud ?^ lts . ■* , colleges and uni- 
infidels. The government cha- vers,n ® s m North America. Eur 
Uenged PAS to debate the charge 2**- Austra *'a and the Middle 
on television last November but , ’,F any on government sch- 

withdrew at the last minute, fea- ol! J shl P s - 

ring that the debate could .benefit h politicians have called for 
only the opposition and create Ilw w,t odrawai of scholarships of 
disunity .among the Malay com- sm ° enls wh ° criticise government 
m unity. policy. 

The government has responded ' Mr ‘ Mahath fr said the gov- 
to the fundamentalist resurgence appreciated constructive 

bv clamointr rinom nn criticism but added: 


Elite Soviet force to target NATO atomic arms 


By ChristoplKr Hanson 

Reuter 


Sawt Al Shaab: Encouraging developments 
nationwide 


AS KING HUSSEIN was presenting the standards to the com- 
manders of newly formed units in the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat was announcing the good news of a 
significant flow of crude oil from Hamza Well Number Three. By 
forming new units and battalions in the armed forces. Jordan is 
continuously trying to boost its defences and taking all measures to 
ensure protection of the Arab Nation. At the same time. Jordan has 
been continuously working towards developing and exploiting all its 
resources. The new finds of oil will no doubt enhance the country’s 
capabilities and will offer it revenues needed for both defence and 
development. 

The country’s drive to ensure self-reliance was reflected in the 
general gudget, which was being debated at the Upper House of 
parliament and the new finds of oil serve as good indications of the 
wealth that awaits thc country, whose people have been continuously 
exploiting its mineral resources and soil. 

This country has been continuing the drive in development affairs 
and at thc same time trying by all possible means to strengthen its 


armed forces and diversifying thc weapons needed for that end. The 
’the ’ ' ‘ • 


strengthened army and the new natural resources forecast a bright 
future for the nation. 


LONDON — Elite Sbviet com- 
mandos are being trained to strike 
at nuclear weapons in the opening 
hours of a third world war, acc- 
ording to Western defence off- 
icials. 

They say the commandos — 
known as “spetsmaz”, a Russian 
contraction far “special purpose” 
troops — are organised into 16 
army and four naval brigades 
under control of Soviet military 
intelligence (GRU). 

The International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (I!$S) in London 
estimates their total number at 
26,000, relying on data from a 
Soviet defector. NATO officials 
say the number is probably too 
High but that spetsnaz is a for- 
midable force. 

“They would strike high value 
targets deep in the enemy rear, 
and n uclear weapons always come 
first, a Western defence official 
told Reuters, citing Soviet military 
exercises.. 

Late last year. Pentagon off- 
icials told reporters that spetsnaz 
had been training for such ope- 
rations on mock sites for U.S. 
Pershing-2 and cruise missiles 
built in the Soviet Union. 

Although NATO has recently 
upgraded security of its nuclear 
weapon sites in Europe with new 
guard towers, security gates, and ■ 
plans for emergency weapon dis- 
persal. officials say the vul- 
nerability of the sites remains a 
concern, ■ 


Christopher Donnelly, head of 
Soviet studies at Britain’s San- 
dhurst Royal Military Academy, 
has written that commando raids 
on weapons sites are pan of a Sov- 
iet war plan aimed at a rapid 
NATO political collapse before 
atomic weapons can be used. 

Mr. Donnelly, one of the West’s 
leading experts on the Soviet mil- 
itary, says if the Kremlin thought 
war were necessary, it would seek 
to achieve surprise. This would be 
accomplished in part by com- 
mando attacks on radar sites, 
command posts and “personnel in 
key political and military app- 
ointments”. 

Commando attacks would help 
open the way for fast Soviet arm- 
oured formations. 

Mr. Donnelly based his con- 
clusions partly on a study of Soviet 
military writings and exercises. 

“The shock to national morale 
of an attack made on. say. the min- 
istries of defence in Bonn, the 
Hague or London, or of the ass- 
asination in their own homes of 
senior politicians, industrialists, 
financiers, etc. in the very first 
hours of the- war would be ... 
great ” he wrote in a recent study. 

Western defence officials allege 
spetsnaz led a team of Soviet par- 
atroopers, all wearing Afghan 
army uniforms and riding in Afg- 
han army vehicles, which in Kabul 
in 1 979 overwhelmed array forces 
loyal to President Hafizullah 
Amin, who was then killed. 

A Soviet military intelligence 
defector now in Britain, who wri- 
tes under the pseudonym Viktor 


Suvorov, says each spetsnaz bri- 
gade has a company of highly tra- 
ined professionals who wear civ-, 
Uian clothes and are trained to inf- 
iltrate target countries. 

- fr] the days before a planned 
Soviet attack, he says, spetsnaz 
agents would be' likely to enter 
Western countries disguised as 
ship and aircraft passengers, tou- 
rists, delegations or sports teams. 

Western defence officials say 
they accept a good deal of what 
defector Suvorov says about spe- 
tsnaz — it corresponds with data’ 
from other sources — but other 
information has been impossible 
to verify. 

Some Western defence anal ysts 
believe naval spetsnaz agents were 
connected with a series .of inc- 
idents in which Soviet submarines 
have been accused of violating the 
territorial waters of neutral Swe- 
den and of Norway, a NATO 
member, over the past few years. 

A private study commissioned 
by the Pentagon and the aut- 
horitative “Jane’s Fighting 
Ships”, published in London, said 
last year that Midget submarines 
and spetsnaz frogmen had made 
over 100 intrusions. 

The Swedish defence staff said 
there was no proof, and Moscow 
deemed the Jane's report “lies and 
slander,” 

A Western official told Rentere 
there was some concern that U.S. 
and British nuclear submarines in 
Scotland might be vulnerable to 
attack while in port by Midget 
submarine raiders. 

“Jane’s defence weekly” rep- 


orted this rfonth that Sweden had 
bought two of its own mini-subs to 
hunt underwater intruders. 

Western defence officials cau- 
tion that the prowess of the special - 
forces is often exaggerated and 
that their capacity is limited by 
being lightly armed and lightly 
equipped. 

The impact of spetsnaz raids in 
Western capitals would probably 
be mainly psychological, they say. 
Spetsnaz would be most effective 
at spotting targets deep behind 
enemy lines and calling in bom- 
bers or precision-guided missiles 
to destroy them. 
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Attacks on radar sites, tel- 
ephone lines and computer cen- 
tres could also be very damaging. 

Defence officials say spetsnaz is 
larger than special forces -in- the 
West but that its size — which has 
resulted, in recruitment of select 
but unseasoned conscripts — 
could be its .Ach Dies’ heel. 

The bigger a special force, the 
less effective it tends to be, they 
say, and point to the expansion of 
U.S. Army Special Forces in Vie- 
tnam and their limited success. 

The crack British Special Air 
SCTvfoe (SAS), viewed as highly 
effective, has 200 members or 
Jess, U.S. Army Special Forces 
• between five and six thousand, the 
nss says. 

A key roie of Western special 
forces would be to operate behind 
Soviet lines in the event of war, 
engaging in sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, and diversionary att- 
acks, officials say. 
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THE LITERARY CORNER 


The singer poet 


Haidar Mahmoud writes for all people 


THE BEST introduction of the poetry of Haidar Mahmoud, a 
prominent Jordanian poet, can be done by the poet himself, for he 
is a great announcer as welL I do not think I would be exaggerating 
u I state that Mahmoud* s recitation, particularly of his own poe- 
try. is even better than that of Dylan Thomas. 

Haider Mahmoud was born in Akka in 1938. In 1 948, and as a 
result of the Zionist occupation of Palestine, the poet’s family 
moved to Amman, his first and everlasting love (he is usually 
referred to as an A mm anite because be loves the capital greatly). 
He was raised in Amman and completed his secondary studies in 
it. He acquired a master’s degree from, the United States of 
America . The poet led a career of a radio and televison announcer 
in Jordan and the Arab World. He UaOw the director of the 
Culture and Arts Department. He /writes a weekly column for 
Ai-Rai 1 daily. He has the followinglpubUshed verse collections: 
"And the Night Passes," "An Apology for a Technical Failure,” 
and “The Oleander Sings at the River.” 

Hiding behind the pseudo-claim of depth, symbolism and eli- 
tism, perhaps to compensate for their weakness, some modem 
Arab poets, often purposelessly, resort to obscurity, thus isolating 
themselves horn their people whom they pretend to serve. Haider 
Mahmoud isnot of the kind. He writes of his people's daily affairs, 
achievements, aspirations, suffering , troubles and national cau- 
ses, but: never at the expense of profundity and elitism. 

Writing of the people's daily affairs does not necessarily mean 
citing their problems and tragedies only, but also their glories and 
achievements as well. The poet sings of his country, his leader, his 
array, and his capital. Listen to him sing of his first love, Amman. 

Amman loosened her plaits over the shoulders. 

Glory rejoiced and kissed her between the eyes. 

O glory! Bless her mansions and lovers. 

And plant with roses her entrances, door by door. 

And to his country he says: 

For your eyes all our songs 
Ye beloved home emplanted within us 
We fenced you with our eyelashes 
And unto thee we entrusted our wishes. 

Simple poetry and yet very profound. 

Haidar Mahmoud ladles from the folklore proverbs and diction 
which he remoulds into highly poetical images and metaphores: 
From all the women of the world I loved only you 
And spread the heart for you 
/ covered you with the eyelashes 
And granted you the dawn of life 
And the pride of poetry 


for a better life: 

Tonight I gather all the poor in the terrace of my grief 
To tell them of a mermaid, who, everynight 
brought baskets of bread and jugs of water 
And spread joy over the reapers * heads, 

And over the eyes of the fishermen. 

The children were like field butterflies in her hands, . 

She was a field of shades 

For the deprived, the afflicted; and those who wait 
But the sea, and the sea has madness of waves. 

Found the mermaid exceeding her limits 
So he tore her with the knife. 

fa a poem entitled “Regret for not Attending the Prophet’s 
Brithday Festival,” the poet compares between his glorious past 
and the sad present which is dominated by materialistic attitudes 
and consumption trends: 

My grandfather is a good shepherd 
At dawn he drives his flock to pasture 
And comes back at dusk ; 

He calls us to join him 

He feeds us with whatever God has given 

And tells us of love stories 


But you, "traitor of the salt," 

Ate my youngsters’ loaf 
And stole my day. 

The poet writes of simple people’s concerns and their yearning 


My grandfather has no television set : 

That's why he knows nothing of the separation of the two 
channels 

Or of troops disengagement; 

He does not read in the daily papers 
Of the reasons of defeat in die Battle of Uhitd 
His grandfather — an obvious reference to Prophet Moh- 
ammad is: 

:. a bedouin 

So please do not arrest him 

If he does not attend your festival tonight 

My grandfather does not like festivities. 

I wonder if the poet supports the Muslim Wahabi sect, which 
rejects any Islamic celebrations other than the two major feasts? 
Now is the time for apology. The externally and internally def- 
eated Arab cannot receive his grandfather at the outskirts of 
Medina: 

Forgive me, good grandfather 

For not receiving you at the outskirts ofYathrib (Medina) 
To sing “ the moon has risen upon us." 

For I fear the light which strips me 
And divulges my shame 

O grandfather, l betrayed you when support was needed 
And sold you to the blasphemers 
And, to escape alone, / threw the key 
The key to the Ghar (cave). 

Representing the passive sector of his people, he still has hopes 
that some pioneers will continue the' good march: 

Oh! Who will complete the other part of the line? 

The poet does not forget Palestine and its warriors; he praises 


the deeds of the commandoes who give their lives' to others: 
How beautiful is the death that leads to life! 

And the danger when riding it leads to salvation 

And those who from the threads of night weave a dress for the 

morning 

And plant t homes to raise roses in due time. 

Hail to them, says my neighbour 
Now begins our long march 
To you, beloved home. 

Mysticism and metaphysics have a fair share in Mahmoud’s 
poetry; he unites with his lover; 

0 love ! / am you 
Alone in love 

My soul and yours, my jailer, are twins 
With love since it came to existence. 

In his prose writings (mainly in the Jordanian and Arab dailies 
and magazines) as well as in his poetry. Mahmoud reflects his 
fondness of the traditional destitute poets such as Shanfari and' 
Ta’abata Sharran. In the following poem "The News in Detail” 
(notice the jargon of announcers), the poet revolts against the 
laws of the tribe as an attempt towards self realisation: 

There's room in the land 

And this wound carries me to the warmth of truth 
And- slowly remolds me, 

Restores the colour of fire and the antique language 
And I become my map. 

The poet metaphyiscally maintains communion with nature: 
In the eyes my eastern sadness begins 
The river periodically flows across my blood 
The wind passes a free song 

And on my mouth the letters lay their youngsters and dis- 
appear 

At the mouth of this wound my western sadness begins. 

Is the poet alluding to the unity of the two banks of Jordan, even 
in grief? Possible. 

Haidar Mahmoud’s poetry addresses our minds, hearts, and 
feelings. It addresses the intellectuals, the peasants, the soldiers, 
the young and the old; it addresses people from all walks of life. 
His poetry addresses even the illiterate, especially that many of his 
patrioc poems are sung by famous Jordanian and Arab singers. 
His poetry can be classified as simple but hard to imitate, a 
description once given to the literary works of Taha Hussein, the 
great Arab writer and thinker. 

Although the poet tends to repeat himself at times (thoughts, 
words and images), and despite the fact that he basically confines 
his poetry to his people's boundaries, he is justly ranked as one of 
the best Jordanian poets. He will always be remembered as the 
poet of Amman, the kufiyah, the olive trees, and Al-Nashama 
(the courageous) who: 

"Love roses, but more they love their land." 

— Ahmad Jaber 


China works hard for protecting rare wildlife species 


By Zheng Jie 

PEKING - Wei Wei. a 12- 
year-otd acrobatic star enthralled 
the audience during the 1984 
Shanghai Spring Festival Show 
with his amusing and skillful antics 
— turning somersaults, spinning 3 . 
barrel while lying on his bade,.', 
pushing a handcart, slipping down .: 
a slide, and leaping into a moving 
cart drawn by a dog, and then pic- 
king up a trumpet in the cart and 
blowing it. 

Wei Wei is a giant panda, and an 
elite performer of the Shanghai. 
Circus Troupe. But his marvellous 
performance was not only put on 
to entertain his enthusiastic adm- 
irers. — its more serious purpose 
was to contribute to China's ong- 
oing “Pennies for Pandas” cam- 
paign to save his brothers and sis- 
ters who are threatened with sta- 
rvation in their natural habitats 
since the arrow bamboo, their sta- 
ple food, is now flowering and 
withering, leaving them without 
food for the next few years. 

According to Dong Zhiyong. 
rice- president of the China Wil- 
dlife Conservation Association 


(CWCA), half of China's pandas 
are faced with starvation. In add- 
ition to the special fund of four 
million yuan (about S 1 .45 million) 
allocated annually by the state, 
and additional funds from local 
authorities-to rescue the wild pan- 
.. das from ’famine,' the CWCA- lau- 
nched tfre-“Petirties for Fkndatf ■ 
campaign nationwide beginnings n ■ 
January 1984,* to collect a few 
cents from every Chinese citizen 
for the rescue operation. _ . 

“Since September 1983," he 
added, “we have received a total 
of 6.57 million yuan (about S2.39 
million) for the rescue operation, 
including $70,000 contributed by 
foreigners and international org- 
anisations." 

He said that 5.1 1 million yuan 
(about SI . 86 million) has been 
spent on the rescue operation in 
1984, and the remaining 1 .46 mil- 
lion yuan (about $530J)00) is 
being used to help the animals 
over the winter. 

China is now taking other eme- 
rgency measures to house and 
feed the animals until bamboo 
growth is sufficient to sustain them 
in the wild. Scientists and nat- 


uralists have been organised, and 
observation posts set up with spe- 
cially trained local peasants in the 
giant pandas' habitats, to patrol 
the areas and investigate the state 
of the arrow bamboo. 


To help-proteot-thej 
"mais, J 


efl am- 

„ _ p __ nature 

; reserves wHefefhe^aiidaglWe and 
multiply in 'the £ich«an- 
Gansu-Shaanzi border area. 

This is part of a major policy to 
protect wildlife. China has set up 
133 nature reserves, covering a 
total of eight million hectares. 
"The plan is to have more than 
500 reserves covering 1 6.8 million 
hectares by 1 990." Mr. Dong said. 

The nature reserves are for the 
protection of such endangered 
animals and birds as red-crowned 
cranes, snow leopards, golden eag- 
les and wild camels. Even the gi ant 
salamander has been given a san- 
ctuary covering the whole of J- 
ing’an county in Jiangxi province. 

China has more species of wil- 
dlife than any other country. Over 
10 per cent of the world’s species 
are found in China, including 
more than 1.100 varieties of birds, 
2 ,000 types of fish and 400 species 



Rheas monkeys under protection in their hnbitat on Chinn’s Hnimn Mend 


of animals. “Most of them are 
rare," Mr. Dong said. 

“There are only 21 ibises in the 
world and they live only in China 
and Japan today. The rediscoveiy 
of the ibis in China in 1982 after a 
gap of nearly 20 years, aroused 
1 interest among/ zoologists 
•wipj feared“the bird would soon 
w Jjgpome extinct since Japap has,, 
only three and none of them has 
reproductive abilities," he added. 

Five of the seven species of cra- 
nes facing extinction are found in 
China, as are 16 species of black, 
grouse, accounting for 50 per cent 
of- the world’s total. Other rare 
wild creatures found in the cou- 
ntry include golden-haired mon-' 
keys, Taiwan macaques. South 
China tigers, Manchurian tigers, 
tufted deer, eldf s deer and takin 
(a type of antelope). 

In addition to setting up more 
nature reserves, China has, in the 
past few years, constructed a 
number of breeding centres for 
such rare animals -as the rhesus 
monkey, sable, and the Chinese 
Yangtze alligator. 

The Chinese Yangtze Alligator 
Breeding Centre set up in 1983 
has an underground room for hib- 
ernating alligators and a 1 . 6 - 
hectare breeding area in Wuhan, 
capital of Hubei province, where 
the alligators are found. Chinese 
zoologists have succeeded in art- 
ificially breeding rare alligators 
from eggs laid in captivity. 

China has passed laws and reg- 
ulations to protect wildlife, as 
have local governments. The reg- 
ulations, issued in 1983, on the 
protection of wildlife spell out 
penalties for hunting, killing or 
sale of wildlife without permission 
and restrictions on the export of 
animals and animal-based pro- 
ducts, as well as regulations on fir- 
earms. 

At present, there are over 100 
endangered species of wildlife in 
China. “So it is an uzgent task to 
let more people know the imp- 
ortance of wildlife protection,” 
Mr. Dong said. 

Since 1981, all China's 21 pro- 
vinces, five autonomous regions 
and the three municipalities of 
Peking, Shanghai and Tianjin 
have undertaken campaigns to 
educate the people on the imp- 



In the last three years, panda experts at the Chengdu Zoo have 
achieved happy results with their artificial insemination programme. 
Female panda Mei Mei has given birth to three cobs in succession 
connived by artificial insemination (China News Photo) 


ortance of protecting wildlife. 
And beginning in 1983, one week 
in April has been designated as 
“Love-the-Birds Week” in China. 
Similar activities include 
“Protect-the Birds Month" and 
“Love- the -Panda Week." 

“The educational activities 
have had good results," Mr. Dong 
said. Zhang Jiliang. a hunter in 
Sichuan province's Baoxing .cou- 
nty, known as the “Home of the 
Giant Pandas," has now hung up 
his gun and sent away his three 
hunting dogs. “I'm glad to do so,” 
Mr. Zhang said, “though it means 
a loss of about 1 ,000 yuan (about 
$360) a year to me." 

"The local government will 
appropriate a special fund to com- 
pensate for the local people's eco- 
nomic losses,” Mr. Dong said. 

A local animal protection org- 
anisation in Guangdong province 


in south China reported that the 
number of rhesus monkeys has 
increased from 60 several years 
ago to over 500 today, following 
the setting up of the Nan wan Res- 
erve on Hainan Island,' and the 
peasants in Yunnan province's 
Mengla county in southwest China 
also reported that wild elephants, 
which deserted the area long ago 
when hill slopes were blasted to 
open up farmland, have begun 
returning to their traditional hab- 
itat in the tropical forests. 

"Through a massive publicity 
campaign nationwide." Mr. Dong 
asserted, “more and more people 
will know the importance of wil- 
dlife protection — preserving nat- 
ure in its most colourful var- 
iations, which is part and parcel of 
the welfare of mankind." — China 
features. 
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Do not cut trees 

MUNICIPALITIES ARE exerting tremendous efforts to prove to 
ns their “love of nature", and of trees in particular. 

Every week we see on television the mayor of such municipality 
holding a spade In his hand and planting a tree or pointing to a 
piece of land that will become a forest. All this is great, but the 
shocking thing about the whole matter is that while on one hand we 
plant trees and celebrate Arbor Day with great pomp, we on the 
other massacre bigger and nicer trees several years old. Where is 
the logic behind this, tell me? 

While in SweUeb, for example, everybody is proud to say that 30 
dunums were planted with trees and that this will become a bea- 
utiful forest in a few years, on the Salt road at the entrance of 
Sweileh tens of strong trees will be destroyed upon a decision by the 
municipality. The reason given is that they want to widen the road. 
Bnt think of this: The road can be widened by four meters without 
touching one single tree. The road will thus be bordering the trees 
and it wOl only be necessary to cut some of the lower branches but 
never to destroy the trees themselves. And if the municipality 
dreams of an even larger avenue (and I do not see the necessity of 
such a road except that it would make the drivers go faster and 
consequently this wOl cause more accidents), they could keep the 
trees on both sides of the road and add a lane on each side of the 
road. This has already been tried. In all cases, there should be a 
solution to keep those trees that took such a long time to grow and 
to avoid the controversy. Planting trees that would take years to 
grow and cutting those which are presently embellishing our cou- 
ntry. 


Auschwitz death camp 
horrors remembered 


By Tony Barber 

Reuter 

WARSAW — Forty years ago 
next Sunday, the horror of Aus- 
chwitz ended- To the dumb dis- 
belief of some 8.000 sick and ema- 
ciated inmates, Soviet Ukrainian 
troops arrived on Jan. 27. 1945 to 
liberate the biggest death camp in 
history. 

According to most estimates, 
close to four million people were 
gassed, shot or hanged, or died of 
hunger, disease or hard labour at 
the Nazi German camp between 
May 1940 and its liberation. 

The camp's inmates included 
Americans, Austrians. Belgians. 
Britons. Bulgarians. Chinese. 
Croats. Czechoslovaks. Dut- 
chmen. Egyptians. Frenchmen. 
Germans. Greeks. Gypsies. Hun- 
garians. Italians, Latvians, Lit- 
huanians. Norwegians. Persians. 
Poles, Romanians. Russians. 
Serbs, Spaniards. Swiss and Tur- 
ks.. 

Among those marking the 40th 
anniversary in Adscbwitz will be 
scores of twins who survived the 
bizarre biological experiments at 
the camp of Nazi Doctor Josef 
Mengele. 

Official ceremonies include'the 
opening of a new pavilion at the 
camp museum to commemorate 
Polish-.victiras. 

Dr. Mengele’s experiments, 
carried out on dwarfs and people 
crippled from birth as well as 
twins, were only one aspect of the 
terror of Auschwitz, where the 
average inmate could expect to 
live between three and six months 
after his arrival. 

. Dr. Mengele’s assistant. Horst 
Schumann, developed methods of 
mass sterilisation by beaming 
powerful X-Rays on the testicles 
of njale mmates and the ovaries of 
women. 

In a typical hut built of wooden 
planks and tar paper, originally 
intended to serve as a stall for 52 
horses, as many as 1 ,000 prisoners 
were jammed without heating or 
sanitary facilities. There were no 
windows, only a row of skylights. 

Huts, gas chambers and eno- 
rmous crematoria were con- 
structed by the prisoners the- 
mselves. supervised by officers of 
the SS. the elite Nazi military for- 
mation. 

The Nazis kept meticulous rec- 
ords of the slaughter, some of 
which are preserved in the camp 
museum. A report by the camp 
dentist shows that in 1942 a total 
of 16.325 gold and platinum teeth 
were removed from 2.904 cor- 
pses. 

Visitors to Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, whose Polish name is 
Oswiecim-Brzezinka, can inspect 
the slogan “arbeit mac hi fref’ 
(work makes you free) at one 
camp entrance and pass by row 
upon row of huts, as well as the gas 
chambers which the Nazis blew up 
before they evacuated the camp 
on Jan. 18, 1945. 

Many visitors say they feel par- 
ticular revulsion when they pass 
the window displays of huge piles 
of spectacles, hair, and wooden 
limbs which belonged to the vic- 
tims. 


Hair was sold to German textile 
firms at half a reichsmark a kil- 
ogramme for use in manufacturing 
haircloth. Gold teeth were melted 
down into bars in the camp SS 
hospital and sent to Berlin. 

For the most part, the camp has 
been left exactly as it was found in 
1945. although several new exh- 
ibitions recount the sufferings of 
individual nationalities. Original 
photographs of thousands of 
crop-haired inmates in their str- 
iped blue-grey uniforms adorn the 
walls of the huts. 

Camp prisoners, herded into 
Auschwitz by railway truck, wore 
special coloured triangles on their 
uniforms. Jews wore yellow, pol- 
itical prisoners red. criminals 
green, gypsies and prostitutes 
black. Jehovah’s witnesses violet. 
Roman Catholic clergy purple and 
homosexuals pink. Some inmates 
were tattooed. 

Overcrowding in the huts, and 
illnesses induced by starvation 
such as dysentry. meant that the 
coarse cloth uniforms were usually 
torn, lice-ridden and soiled by 
urine and faeces. 

Ill-fitting clogs caused sup- 
purating sores which rendered an 
inmate unfit for work and qua- 
lified him for death either by phe- 
nol injections through the heart or 
in the gas chamber. 

Unsuspecting prisoners were 
led into the chambers and told 
they were going to have a shower, 
after which they would be fed and 
sent 10 work. When the gas was 
introduced, truck engines were 
switched on to drown out the scr- 
eams of the victims. 

At the height of Auschwitz's 
operations, some 20.000 people 
were being killed every 24 hours. 
Ground-down bones of the dead 
were thrown into Fish ponds, sca- 
ttered in swamps or used to fer- 
tilise c mp farms. 

Those prisoners who laboured 
all day were forced to march back 
to camp after dusk in even ranks to 
the beat of a tune played by an 
orchestra made up of inmate- 
musicians. 

Some prisoners, psychologically 
broken, committed suicide by 
“hitting the wire" — camp argot 
for hurling onself onto an ele- 
ctrified camp fence. Remarkably, 
resistance movements existed, but 
they were usually violently cru- 


“ft. 


'ublic whippings were inflicted 
by SS officers, with the inmate 
required to count each stroke 
aloud in German. Some people 
died after being chased naked 1 in 
freezing weather from their huts 
10 bathhouses. Others were mau- 
led by guard dogs. 

Auschwitz survivors are dim- 
inishing in number every year, but 
historians say abundant and 
painstakingly-documented evi- 
dence exists to disprove the claims 
of modern fringe neo-Nazi groups 
that the massacre did not happen. 

A large exhibition, entitled 
“Auschwitz — A crime against 
Mankind", is due to open at Uni- 
ted Nations headquarters in New 
York in September. It will feature 
SS camp documents and eng- 
ravings and paintings made by pri- 
soners. 


Harlem may be revived, but some fear the poor will be forced out 


, By Joanne Kenen 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — The Apollo The- 
atre. where Billie- Holiday sang. 
Ml ”B6| angles' Robinson dan- 
ced and Count Basie’s orchestra 
played, is coming back — a har- 
binger of what some predict wOl 
be a Harlem renaissance. 

Called the black, capital of the 
.United States. Harlem once ins- 
pired jazz and poetry, black pride 
and Mack hope. But over the past 
30_ -years . or so, the more pro- 
sperous blacks have moved away 
and Harlem has deteriorated into 
a slots permeated with crime. 
drup-s©d despair. 

Now, scaffolding hugs the fac- 


ade of the 72-year-old Apollo, 
soon to reopen as an ent- 
ertainment complex after nine 
years of almost constant disuse 
and darkness. On nearby streets, 
decaying buildings are being reh- 
abilitated. 

Real estate experts agree that 
“gentrificatfon,'’ the refurbishing 
of rundown neighbourhoods by 
well-to-do professional people 
that has swept other pans of Man- 
hattan. is dosing in on Harlem. 

The question facing the com- 
munity's residents, mostly poor 
blacks and Hispanics, is w he her a 
reborn, more prosperous Harlem 
will have room for them. 

•‘It's the law of physics — fin- 
ancial physics” says Galen Kir- 


kland, a lawyer for a community 
group. "The property w31 be dev- 
eloped. What determines who 
occupies it is who can pay." 

Harlem is a 10-square- 
kQometre area of northern Man- 
hattan Island running between 
110th Street on the south and 
155 th Street on the north, and 
between Fifth Avenue to the east 
and Broadway to the west 

A visitor can see that young 
middle-class blacks are moving 
back to Harlem, bolstering the 
middle-class enclaves such as the 
elegant tum-of-the-century tow- 
nhouses on Striven Row that have 
flourished even during Harlem’s 
worst years. 


New condominium apartment 
buildings, including some sup- 
ported by a development group 
headed by fgrmer Chase Man- 
hattan Bank Chairman David 
Rockefeller, are going up in sou- 
thern Harlem overlooking Central 
Park. 

At the same lime affluent whi- 
tes are “gentrifying*' nei- 
ghbourhoods on Harlem’s bor- 
ders, displacing the blacks. His- 
panics and poor whites who had 
lived there. 

Some people who live and work 
in Harlem believe that a few years 
from now, Harlem too will have, 
been "gentrified.” 

In the late 1800s. before mass 
travel, Harlem was home to rich. 


famous, white New Yorkers. Att- 
ractive brown stone houses, sturdy 
apartment buildings and a few 
mansions from then remain. 

Today, housing is among Har- 
lem’s most serious problems. 
Many blocks of buildings have 
been abandoned, boarded up and 
vandalised, the tenants scattered 
to slums in distant nei- 
ghbourhoods, shelters for the 
homeless, or the streets. 

New York City has foreclosed 
on many dilapidated properties 
because of unpaid taxes and is 
now the area’s biggest landlord. 

Neither the city, nor the handful 
of private developers working in 
Harlem, nor any of the community 
or church groups have dented the 


housing crisis. 

“The number of units being lost 
each year far exceeds the number 
being rehabilitated or rebuilt," 
says a report by the Harlem Urban 
Development Corporation. 

“A piecemeal approach is ina- 
dequate. You need a com- 
prehensive plan," says The Rev- 
erend Moran Weston, the retired 
minister of St. Philip’s Church, 
which was rehabilitated or built 
615 housing units in the past dec- 
ade. 

Nevertheless, the housing 
stock, and the superb architecture, 
are potential assets for Harlem 
which ghettos like the South 
Bronx or other slums do not share. * 

Harlem is also prime Man- 


hattan real estate, a short subway 
ride from the city’s business dis- 
trict and close to major highways, 
tunnels and bridges." If s the most 
centrally located piece of property 
in America," says Lloyd Williams. 

• a black businessmen who heads 
the local chamber of commerce. 

Most important. Harlem is Har- 
lem. It is the home of some of 
America's most important black 
churches, political leaders and cul- 
tural institutions. 

It is where Marcus Garvey and 
Malcolm X expounded their cau- 
ses. where LangsLon Hughes 
wrote his poems, where Billie Hol- 
iday, Cab Calloway, and Duke Ell- 
ington became legends, per- 
forming at nightspots like The 


Apollo, The Cotton Club and The 
Savoy. 

Mr. Weston, who does noi for- 
esee major changes in Harlem's 
raeial make-up, says the traditions 
and institutions will continue to 
anchor blacks to the community. 

These factors also explain the 
lure Harlem has for young 
middle-class blacks like Chuck 
Sutton, 34-year-old nephew of 
Percy Sutton, a prominent black 
politician and businessman who is 
behind the Apollo renovation. 

Chuck Sutton moved to Harlem 
last December and now dreams of 
a Harlem cultural renaissance. 
“There's something to be part of 
here.” he says. “T want to be part 
of the rebuilding." 



- : ;X. 




Sports 


McEnroe in pursuit of 4th pro indoor title 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Top 
seeds John McEnroe and Jimmy 
Connors on Tuesday found out 
who they'll face when they open 
play in the $300,000 U.S. Pro 
Indoor Tennis Championship 
here. 

McEnroe, seeded No. 1 and in 


pursuit of his fourth straight cha- 
mpionship here, is to play against 
American Marty Davis on the 
opening day. 

Connors, who has already won 
the title four times and is seeded 
No. 2. is to face Leif Shiras. Both 
top seeds drew first-round byes. 


“I’ve never played Connois 
before," Shiras said. “ I hope to hit 
hard and get aggressive and give it 
my best shot... hopefully, if I can 

hang in there early and even get 
ahead of him, I may be able to 
throw him off." 


/ 
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RESTAURANT 

Fuheis — Jordan Shaker Tuaimeti Circle 
P.O. Box: 5 Tel. 844170/190 ext 513 

CINCINNATI CHILI IS IN TOWN! 


For the first time in Jordan, Chili House Restaurant is happy to introduce to you a 
meal called "CHILI" Chili plain. 


2 Ways = Chili 

3 Ways = Chili 

4 Ways = Chili 

5 Ways = Chili 


Spaghetti 

Spaghetti 

Spaghetti 

Spaghetti 


Cheese 

Cheese + Onions 
Cheese + Onions + Beans 

We also have the most delicious Hamburger and Pizza. Cincinnati Chili is the 
most famous Chili in the States, now it is in Jordan. 


Bring this coupon and get a 10% discount + free drink bn Chill 
Valid only on Saturday & Sunday January 26, 27/1985 


Chili House Restaurant is also featuring a frozen Chili & Chili Spaghetti in the 
following Supermarket. 


1) Waha Supermarket, Seventh Circle 

2) Sally Supermarket, Sweifieh 

3) Sweet Supermarket, Between 5th and 6th Circle 

4) Sliver Supermarket, Fifth Circle 

5) Haddadeen Supermarket, Southern part of Um-EI Sumag 

6) Al-Barq Supermarket, Dahyet A1 Hussein 

7) Hi Way Supermarket, University Road 

8) Grand Supermarket, Meca Street, Urn El-Sumag 


Clash with Mary Decker at 
Olympics forgotten, Budd says 



fP 
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BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) — Zola Bodd said 
Wednesday she had forgotten about her much- 
publicised clash on the track with American idol 
Mary Decker at last summer’s Olympic Games and 
that she was looking forward to the future. 


The 1 8-year-old South 
African-bom runner told a press 
conference: “The incident with 
Mary Decker has been taken out 
of proportion. She is just another 


Budd returned to Britain last 
weekend to continue her int- 
ernational athletics career and 
runs her first race since the Oly- 
mpics on Friday when she com- 


3,000 metres for this summer's 
Grand Prix events in Europe. 

She also confirmed she would 
be running in a road race at Pho- 
enix, Ariz, on March 2. 

Budd said she hoped to run in 
the 10,000 metres at the 1988 
Olympic Games in Seoul but that 
her long-term goal was to be a 
marathon runner. 


runner. I am feeling it is all in the petes in the 1 .500 metre heats at 
past and that it is best to look 80 indoor event at Cosford. 


ahead." 

Budd became a British citizen 
10 months ago in order to com- 
pete at the Olympics. 

But during the 3,000 metres 
final at Los Angeles, Budd and 
Decker, the race favourite, were 
involved in a clash of legs. The 
American crashed out the race 
and Budd, who continued to run 
amid a storm of booing, finis hed 
seventh- 

immediate ly afterwards, the 
waif-like Budd returned to South 
Africa and announced she would 
take up running there again. Two 
days before she was due to com- 
pete, she agreed to postpone her 
comeback when advised that she 
faced a worldwide ban. 


The final for which she is exp- 
ected to qualify easily, is on Sat- 
urday. 

After trying out the track for the 
first time Wednesday, she told 
reporters she will appear barefoot, 
her preferred style. 

Budd has never raced indoors 
before and said: "On the bends it 
felt as if one leg was longer than 
the other.” . 

In her last race in Britain in J uly , 
Budd broke the 2,000 metres 
world record but said she would 
not be seeking a world best at Cos- 
ford. “I just want to gerused to 
running indoors,” she said. 

Budd, dressed in a track suit 
and markedly more confident, 
said- she planned to move up to 


Asked to comment on the eve- 
nts ofl 984, when she buret upon 
the international scene after dec- 
iding to emigrate to Britain. Budd 
said she would have preferred 
more time to prepare fox the Oly- 
mpics. 


“The tragedy of the whole thing 
is that I came over to Britain in the 
year of the Olympics,” she said. 
“ It would not have been so bad if 
the year I had come over had not 
been an Olympic year. It would 
have been better if the Olympics 
had been in 1986." 


Before leaving the press con- 
ference, staged at a Birmingham 
hotel near the Cosford stadium, 
Budd was presented with a junior 
Athlete of the Year award by the 
British Athletics Writers Ass- 
ociation. 


Australian Games start Saturday 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— The inaugural Australia Games 
get underway here Saturday, with 
a total of 2.000 athletes from 20 
nations expected to compete in 
the nine day games encompassing 
21 sports. 

World 100 metres record hol- 
der Calvin Smith and Los Angeles 
Olympic cycling gold medallist 
Mark Gorslti head the contingent 
of American athletes. 


The games, the biggest sports 
event in the city since the 1956 
Olympic Games, will mark one of 
the first occasions since Los Ang- 
eles that American and Western 
European athletes will compete 
against Soviet-bloc athletes who 
boycotted the last Olympics. 


Where to go for 

Dinner 

When you don't know) 
where to go for 

Dinner 

r£f 
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HAS A KSTflUMIIT HI EVfRVME 


with THE RANCH sum 

LERELAIS FIBIEB BESIUMT 
AL LIWAN JOnAMM NBAS 

CHURCHIULSm HFKEH8P 

And the 

AMBASSADORS NIGHT CLUB 
No Wonder ! In A mman 
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Has Become The Favourite Of All 


nm 663100 


FLATS FOR RENT 

1) Two new flats in a new three floor building. Each 
with 2 bedrooms, sitting, living, dining rooms, 2 bat- 
hrooms, and centrally heated. Furnished or unf- 
urnished. 


2) One furnished flat with 2 bedrooms, sitting and liv- 
ing room, centrally heated with telephone. 


Please call 841859 after 2:00 p.m. 


Most of the leading names in 
track and field and swimming have 
opted out of the games largely 
because it is out-of-season for nor- 
thern hemisphere countries, but 
outstanding competitions is exp- 
ected in both weightlifting and 
gymnastics. 


Jordan to attend 
ministers meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
participate in the 8th round of the 
Council of Arab Youth and Sports 
-Ministers to be held in Algiers on 
.Jan. 27. 

The five-day meeting will dis- 
cuss reports on the activities of 
Arab youth and sports, the sup- 
port to the South Lebanese youth 
and the Arab youth and sports, 
fund. 

Jordan will be represented by 
the Director General of Jordan 
Youth Organisation Mohammad 
Abu Tayyeb, his assistant Akram 
Masarweh and a Jordan embassy 
official. 


THE Daily Crossword ByFrw»*u«*w" 


ACROSS 
1 Garment 

5 Hue 

10 Yield 

14 FMshati 

15 Smutted brick 

16 Chert prep- 
aration 

17 Maugham's " 

20 Crete epperaUga 

21 Final 

22 Reposes 

23 Vim and vigor 

24 Taka — from 
me" 

26 Von Bo low’s 
promise lor 
Gar. 

33 Actual 

34 SheepfoWs 

35 Small strip 

37 Viewpoint 

38 Exclamation 

40 Total orches- 
tral effort 

42 Saurt — Marie 

43 Springtime 
draught 

45 Bose or Anjou 

46 One-time 
f&day trip 

50 Concept praf. 

51 Negative prefix 

52 Basketry fiber 

55 Calendar 

feature 

57 Holiday time 

60 Feelings of 
elation 

B4 Convex 
moldings 

65 Landed estate 

66 Pfuck 

67 Cassini of 
fashion 

68 Prayer words 

89 Hackman 



- HU Tntmna Ma-ia Sa»>cM 
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Yesterday'* Panto Strived: 


DOWN 

1 Stupor 

2 Declare without 
reservation 

3 Laborer 

4 Sea eagle 

5 Hors d 1 oeuvre 

6 Bettors' 


7 At sea 

8 Jap. sash 


9 Harrison 
the actor 

10 Moves sHy 

11 Ages 

12 Passageway 

13 Spot markers 

18 Guinness or 
Templeton 

19 Clergyman 

23 — MaH 

24 Fasten 

25 Article 

26 Macaws 

27 Five: praf. 

26 Brewmaster’s 
product 

29 “Anything you 
can do, — 

30 Kind of 
pitching feat 

31 Complete 

32 Oi birth 
36 Flyer 

38 Chopm pieces 
41 Atop 
44 Unit 

47 Driller's Item 



48 Conies into 

49 Ills 

52 Ratio words 

53 Certain plane 

54 Weed 

55 Cooked 

56 In a while 

57 Bronte's Jane 


58 Blood center 

59 ft. I amity 

name 

61 Yankee 
Doorfl*-" 

62 Bus. grp. 

53 Henhouse 

product 


r\ 
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LONDON — 

Train for a new 
Career in Computers 

with Great Britain’s most 
successful Computer School 


Your first step to a highly paid career in the world . 
of computers is the internationally recognised City 
& Guilds 747 certificate in Computer Programming 
and Information Processing. This is a one year 
course, where in 1984, at the School of Computer 
Technology, one of Britain's oldest established 
computer training schools our students success 
rate in this examination was over 90% — the 
highest in the country. To be accepted for the 747 
course at SCT you must have four ‘O' levels or 
equivalent, of which two are Mathematics and 
English — and be prepared to work hard to 
succeed. 


For further details of our 747 course and other 
courses available, write to: 


THE REGISTRAR, 

SCHOOL OF COMPUTER TECWKDLOGY 
104-108 OXFORD STREET, LONDON WIN 9FA. ENGLAND 


FOR SALE 


FURNISHED FLATS 

Chevrolet “Malibu” 1978, 


FOR RENT 

Fuily-fumished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet colour 

Excellent condition. 


T.V., central heating, tel- 

Interesting price. 


ephone. 



Two locations, jabal 

. ; .■ :f*-. i< . . . : 


. Amman, near- Fifth Qircle 
and Abdali.area. 

j; 

: 

Phone: 42351 ext 19 


Phone: 673768, 672842 


w after 2 p.m. . ^ 



jOssSllL _>o 

ABBO EDUCATIONAL CENTER 


• ABDO EDUCATIONAL CENTER offers elementary 
Arabic courses for non-Arabs with effect from the beg- 
inning of February 1985. 


* ABDO EDUCATIONAL CENTER needs qualified and 
experienced teachers to teach: 

’ (a) Short-hand & Speed writing. 

(b) English Language. 


For information please contact ABDO 
CATIONAL CENTER- Sweileh - tel: 843172. 


EDO- 





Apartment in Jabal Amman (3rd Circle): Two bed- 
rooms, sitting room, dining room, bathroom, kit- 
chen, TV, telephone, central heating. 

All appliances and newly furnished 
Phone: 42351 ext 19 

FOR SALE 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe fuily-fumished apartment in the form of a villa, 
consisting of two floors. The first floor consists of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. The second floor consists of 
salon, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, bathroom, 
wall-to-wall carpets, central heating, telephone, washing 
machine, drier, dishwasher and colour television. 

Cal! telephone 670096 






cnupi ptf pi non mo qpkit 

FOR RENT 

Furnished one bedroom apartment. First floor-part of a 
villa, centrally heated. Private entrance and telephone 
with garden. 

Location: Jordan Univ. Employee residence. 

For more inf. call Shahatit from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 42021 and 
from 3 to 6 p.m. 665595 


Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, three 
salons, three verandas and a spacious kitchen with three 
external entrances and telephone. 

Total area about 250 sqm. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 4th Circle behind Zaid Ai Re fa Ts 
■residence. 

Please call tel: 669900 or 671621 



SCANDIN/VIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living- rooms 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom secs 

* Wall unics 
☆ Lighting fixtures 
☆Club 8 for children 

* Modem Danish design 

* Feacher upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 

* Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 



. The youthful 
style with an 
eye to the fut«i« 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

. Air-conditioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


i 


i 


'TOfJRISTTO ! 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman r K 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. I 

PEKING DUCK 4 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


I 


I 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:003:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


I 


jj Tel. 41093 J 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Corfte and taste our. 

I specialities 

f Open daily 

[1290 noon - 3:30 pjn . ! 
! 6:30 pjm. - Midnight j 


CHINA 
RESTAURANT 


The . first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aq aba 
Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily! 130030- and 630 
11:00 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 




Agents off owr tf» world 
(Tel: 6840907*: 22206 acSUCOJO] 



PXX Box S2S487 
AMMAN JORDAN 



** ★Gbc- ThrafreJr ★ ★ + 

Philadelphia* 
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Shorn at 3.30 6 8.30 'XI. 15 
TEL. 34144-34140 
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Assets of Kuwaiti banks 
hit record of $33 billion 

KIFWAIT (R) — The assets of Kuwaiti commercial banks rose above 
10 billion dinars ($33 bQEon) for the first time last November, more 
than doubling their combined balance sheet five years earlier, the 
central bank said Wednesday. 

The central bank’s latest monthly monetary review showed its own 
assets, at 1.96 billion dinars ($6.5 billion), also doubled over the 
same period. 

The aggregate balance sheet of Kuwait s seven commercial banks, 
at ! 0.1 3 billion dinars, was boosted strongly by a 23 per cent rise last 
November is central bank discount, rediscount, deposit and loan 
facilities. 

A 9.5 per cent jump in private sector deposits and 9.0 per cent rise 
in interbank dealings also helped swell the commercial banking 
system's balance sheets last November, the review said. 

Deposits in foreign currency fell for the fifth month running, due 
partly to higher interest offered for investments in Kuwaiti dinar 
accounts compared with rates for dollar deposits. 

Also, Kuwait's managed exchange rate policy, under which the 
central b ank is able to control capital movements by the rates it sets; 
'daily against the dollar, checked earlier flows of funds into the U.S. 
currency and encouraged a shift to dinar deposits. 


PIA cancels cooperation 
agreement with Gulf Air 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Bahrain-based carrier Gulf Air said Wed- 
nesday Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) had cancelled an agr- 
eement between the two airlines whereby they honoured each 
other's tickets. 

A Gulf Air official said the cancellation followed disputes over 
money and Gulf Air demands for equal treatment. 

A PIA official here confirmed the interline agreement was can- 
celled from Feb. 10 but said he could not give more details. 

When the accord expires, a passenger using both airlines for two 
legs of trip between Pakistan and the Gulf will have to buy a separate 
ticket from each carrier. 

A press release issued Wednesday by Gulf Air quoted local press 
reports as saying PIA severed the accord because Gulf Air owed 
almost $ 1 million to PIA for carrying Gulf Air passengers to northern 
points in Pakistan from Karachi. 

Gulf Air denied owing any money. 

It said the heart of the dispute was Gulf Ait's request to fly 
between the Gulf and northern cities in Pakistan, on the grounds that 
PIA already does the same. 

Orthodox Jews retaliate 
against Bank Leumi plan 

TEL AVTV (R) — Orthodox Jews have withdrawn about $10 million 
from Ban!: Leumi. Israel's largest bank, in a dispute over its inv- 
olvement hi a construction project which rabbis claim desecrated 
ancient graves, a Leumi spokesman said Wednesday. 

The association of banks in Israel published an appeal in new- 
spapers Wednesday urging the orthodox community to end the boy- 
cott, which began last Sunday. 

The dispute is over the construction of a 140-room wing at the 
Ganei Ham at Hotel near the Sea of Galilee. The hotel belongs to 
Africa- Israel Development — a Bank Leumi affiliate — and to a. 
West German bank. 

The rabbis calling the boycott said the wing was being built on an 
ancient Jewish graveyard. Although its existence at the site has never 
been clearly proven, under ritual law fear that graves could be in the 
area has caused observant Jews to try to stop any possible des- 
ecration. 

Bank Leumi spokesman Mr. Uri Galili told Reuters exterior work 
at the site had been halted until seftlgnteqf of the dispute, and said the 
bank was trying to negotiate a settlement with a committee of rabbis. 

••We’ve already invested $1.5 million hi changes at the site at the- 
request of the chief rabbi," Mr. Galili said. ~ 


Lagos to set up data bank 

LAGOS (OPECNA) — Nigeria is to set up an industrial data bank. 
Commerce and Industry Minister Mahmud Tukur said Tuesday. 

In an address at the 21st anniversary celebration of the Nigerian 
Industrial Development Bank (NIDB), Dr. Tukur said the bank 
would be used to monitor the inventory and production levels of 
Nigerian industries. 

He said total investments in NIDB- assisted projects were est- 
imated at $3.7 billion, and the bank had contributed to the removal 
of some obstacles to industrialisation through its technical assistance 
programme. 

The minister urged other financial institutions to "con tribute sig- 
nificantly" to the economic development of the country, stating that 
the federal government could not bear the burden alone. 

He also urged the NIDB to ensure its new projects were designed 
to use locally available materials. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'Til be home late. Dear. My boss has 
a new pair of shoes that haven't 
been kissed yeti" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these low Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 


ULLXXJ-LUJU 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday s I Jun *** s: A^ 011 LEGAL STURDY PRISON 
. j Answer, wnat to do when confronted with a knotty 

problem— PULL STRINGS 


Inflation 
in U.S. 
stays low 

WASHINGTON (R) — Inflation 
in the United States remained low 
for the third successive year in 
1984, with consumer prices rising 
only four per cent, the Labour 
Department reported Wed- 
nesday. 

Although last year’s rise in the 
consumer price index (CPI) was 
slightly above the increases of 3.8 
and 3.9 per cent during the pre- 
vious two years, inflation rem- 
ained well below the 12 per cent 
rale that prevailed when President 
Reagan took office in Jan. 1981. 

The index rose 0.2 per cent in 
December after an identical rise in 
November. 

Mr. Reagan has made low inf- 
lation a primary target of his con- 
servative economic policies, rel- 
ying on tight monetary control and 
high interest rates to squeeze inf- 
lationary pressures out of the eco- 
nomy. The strong dollar has also 
helped. 

And while the economy itself 
went into severe recession during 
Mr. Reagan's first two years at the 
White House, figures released 
Tuesday showed 1984 to be the 
best year for growth since 1951. 
with gross national product 
(GNP) up 6.8 per cent. 

Meanwhile, revolutionary cha- 
nges in U.S. agriculture policies 
are to be proposed by the Reagan 
administration. Agriculture Sec- 
retary John Block has told the 
New York Times. 

Since the mid-1930s, agr- 
iculture policy has been based on 
government attempts to stabilise 
farm prices by paying farmers to 
producer less and supplementing 
farm income in various ways. 

Mr. Block said in his interview 
with the -Times published Wed- 
nesday that the new proposals 
would less government presence 
in the marketplace. 

IMF inspects 

Turkish 

economy 

ANKARA (R) — A delegation 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is currently in Ankara 
for talks with officials as part of a 
review of the Turkish economy, 
central bank governor Mr. Yavuz 
Canevi said. 

-He told Reuters the delegation, 
headed by Turkey ^Jesk chief Mr. 
Geoffrey Tyler, fc reviewing the 
performance of the economy in 
1984 and prospects for 1985. 

Monetary limits to which Tur- 
key agreed to comply in a letter of 
intent submitted to the fund for a 
one-year standby agreement are 
also under scrutiny. 

Under the agreement, which 
expires in April, Turkey was to 
receive 225 million Special Dra- 
wing Rights (SDRs) from the 
fund. It mas so far received three 
tranches of 62.5 million SDRs 
each, Mr. Canevi said. 

“The last tranche is expected to- 
be released by the fund following 
the findings of the mission in Ank- 
ara later this month or in early 
February,” Mr. Canevi said. 


Bankers point to decline 
Of most-prized currency 


ZURICH (R) — Quietly, without hitting the hea- 
dlines, the once-mighty Swiss franc keeps getting 
softer. 


In 1984 it fell not only against 
the dollar but also against the 
mark, the yen. and even the 
French franc. Only the British 
pound proved weaker. 

And since the start of 1985 the 
slide has accelerated. 

“ Without doubt, the Swiss franc 
is the weakest currency in Eur- 
ope,” Credit Suisse chief eco- 
nomist Mr. Hans Mast says. This 
month the mark settled above 84 
Swiss centimes and the yen rose 
above 1.05 centimes for the first 
time since 1974. 

Just over a year ago, at the start 
of 1984, a U.S. dollar bought only 
2.18 Swiss francs, while today it is 
worth about 2.67 francs — a dec- 
line in the franc's value of 18.5 per 
cent. 

Zurich bankers are divided over 
whether the franc is about to lose 
its traditional role as the world’s 
favourite “safe haven” currency. 

Mr. Hubert. Baschnagel, a 
member of the executive board of 
the Swiss Bank Corporation, bel- 
ieves its image as tbe world’s most 
stable currency is untarnished in 
the longer view. Mr. Mast agrees: 
“The Swiss franc has not played 
out its role yet.” 

Zurich investment banker Mr. 
Nicolas Baer, however, perceives 
a steady erosion of the Swiss 
franc's special role. And inc- 
reasingly, investors appear to 
agree with him. 

More and more Swiss are des- 
erting traditional domestic savings 
accounts, which currently pay int- 
erest or only 3 'A per cent, and 
bidding for Eurobonds den- 
ominated in other currencies. 

All bankers contacted attribute 
most of the Swiss franc's current 
weakness to the low level of real 
interest rates,' which exceed the 
country’s inflation rate by only 


about two percentage points, 
compared with around four points 
in West Germany and five or six 
points in the United States. 

Although Switzerland ran a for- 
eign trade deficit of nearly 8.4 bil- 
lion francs ($3.1 billion) last year, 
its economy is still strong, and the 
shortfall is not likely to push up 
interest rates. 

In any case, Mr. Baer says, low 
interest rates are only one reason 
for the franc's weakness. 

If the dollar falls, the Swiss unit 
is not certain to regain its old sta- 
tus, he says, adding that its rep- 
utation began fading a long time 
ago. 

"You can even put a date on it 
— 1979, when the Soviets mar- 
ched into Afghanistan,” Mr. Baer 
adds. “Switzerland just isn't on 
the right side of the Atlantic.” 

Central banks leave currency 
dealers guessing 

Meanwhile, after discreetly 
showing their face on currency 
markets Tuesday, Europe’s cen- 
tral h anks retreated to the wings 
Wednesday leaving dealers gue- 
ssing as to when they will next str- 
ike to check the dollar. 

In their absence, the dollar 
crept higher to 3.1745 German 
marks from its close in London 
Tuesday night of 3.17 marks. It 
was" fixed” in Frankfurt at 3. 1 739 
marks from 3.1650 Tuesday. 

Reports about a cut in the price 
of Saudi marker crude fun her 
reduced confidence in sterling 
ahead of next week’s OPEC mee- 
ting in Geneva. 

The pound fell to $1.1140 bef- 
ore recovering to SI. 1165. still 
four-fifths of a cent below its close 
Tuesday night. 


OPEC denies report on plans 
to alter marker crude price 


The orchestrated action by cen- 
tral banks Tuesday failed to knock 
the dollar off its pedestal, but was 
the first sign of such widespread 
action in several years and gave 
the European financial authorities 
a psychological edge in their battle 
to shelter their national currencies 
from a robust dollar. 

Dealers are now less sceptical - 
about the banks' resolve to act if 
needed, and have learnt that buy- 
ing dollars is no logger the risk- 
free exercise it once was. analysts 
said. 

Tuesday’s move followed the 
commitment made in Washington 
last week by finance ministers of 
the five leading industrialised nat- 
ions to step in as and when nec- 
essary to contain any disorderly 
climb in the U.S. currency's value. 

“Markets have been left unc- 
onvinced but wary of further int- 
ervention,” said Mr. David Mor- 
rison, chief international eco- 
nomist at stockbrokers Simon and 
Coates. 

Sales Tuesday by the West 
German. British, French and 
other European central banks — ' 
estimated at some $250 million in 
all — helped dampen buying ent- 
husiasm for the dollar sparked by 
news that the U.S. economy last 
year grew at its fastest pace in over 
three decades. 

However, one dealer at a U.S. 
bank branch in Frankfurt said the' 
lack of intervention by the U.S. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Tuesday 
seemed to be a key factor in wea- 
kening the overall impact. 

Although the Fed is believed to 
have stepped in last Friday, in 
New York, dealers say there is lit- 
tle evidence Washington is con- 
vinced that heavy intervention is 
worthwhile at this stage. 

And dealers, said Mr. Morrison, 
are unsure whether an attempt is 
being made to put a ceiling on the 
dollar at 3.18 marks. Such a cei- 
ling. he added, would be outside 
the bounds of the pact. 


VIENNA (R) — The Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) Wednesday 
strongly denied a newspaper rep- 
ort that its pricing experts had rec- 
ommended a reduction in the cost 
of its marker crude, the OPEC 
News Agency OPECNA said. 

Mr. Fadhil A1 Chalabi, OPEC 
deputy secretary-general, des- 
cribed as" totally untrue" a report 
in the Riyadh-based, English- 
language Arab News that the 
OPEC experts, who met at the 
weekend in Saudi Arabia, had 
agreed to reduce by $2 JO the $29 
per barrel price of Arabian light. 

Mr. Chalabi. who participated 
in the two-day meeting, said that 
at no time was the price of the 
marker crude discussed, OPE- 
CNA reported. 

“The committee devoted its 
attention exclusively to the pro- 
blems of price differentials bet- 
ween the various OPEC crudes, 
especially to the price difference 
between the African extra light 


crudes and the heavy crudes pro- 
duced in the Gulf,” "he said. 

Mr. Chalabi said the experts' 
report would be reviewed by the 
full ministerial committee on dif- 
ferentials which meets in Geneva, 
on Sunday, OPECNA-said. Alg-_ 
eria, Kuwait, Nigeria, Qatar, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia and the Uni-^ 
ted Arab Emirates are committee 
members. 

The Jeddah-based Arab News 
Tuesday quoted oil industry sou- 
rces for its story that the experts' 
committee had agreed on the cut 
in the benchmark price. 

The traders said a $2.50 cut in 
the price of Arab light was inc- 
onceivable as it would bring it 
level with Arab heavy, which was 
raised 50 cents to $26.50 after 
OPECs Christmas meeting. 

It would also push Arab light 
well below Arab medium, which 
was increased in price after the 
conference and now stands at 
$27.65, they said. 

Until the end of last year. 


OPEC staunchly defended the 
$29 Arab light benchmark in the 
face of strong pressure from a 
weak spot market for a cut of $ 1 or 
$1.50. 

But Saudi Oil Minister Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani earlier this month 
said Arab light might have to be 
reduced in price, or that a dif- 
ferent grade of oil should be cho- 
sen as the benchmark, but the 
order of cut suggested by the Arab 
News is far in excess of any exp- 
ectations. 

In Riyadh, a source in the Saudi 
Arabian oil ministry confirmed 
that the expens' meeting had 
made no recommendation to red- 
uce OPECs benchmark price by 
$2.50 a barrel. 

Questioned by Reuters over the 
Saudi press report, the source dec- 
lined to specify what rec- 
ommendations the experts would 
make on the question of price dif- 
ferences between heavy and lig- 
hter crude oils. 
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LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market closed sharply lower after a mod- 
erately active session and at 1 530 GMT the FTSE 1 00 share index 
was off 22.7 to 1283.0 having touched a low of 1.280.3. 

Profit-taking after the recent sharp advance was triggered by 
renewed concern over sterling which eased to 70.S from 71.3 in 
trade weighted terms. The forecast of a substantial fall in second 
half profits by Racal contributed to the decline while early def- 
ensive marking down was prompted by press reports, since denied 
by OPEC, that the marker price of Arabian light crude had been 
recommended lo be cut by $2 ‘/a from $29. 

Golds declined and North Americans were mixed. 

Racal fel!48p to 240 after half year results and the forecast that 

second half results will be substantially lower than expectations, 
dealers said. 

Other leading issues dosed a few pence above lowest levels with 
1C1 6poff at 816 after 808. BTR fell 13p to 661 . GEC shed 8p to 
204 and Glaxo lost 1 8p at 1 240. 

Barclays eased 7p among banks. Royal Insurance lost 1 2p to 
561 and in oils. Shell gave up 13p at 700 after 693. 

Rank Organisation (ell 4p to 330 ahead of results due Sat- 
urday.- . 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1 .1 1 7 S/88 

U.S. dollars 

1 .3738/41 

Canadian dollars 

3.1735/35 

West German marks 

3.5840/55 

Dutch guilders 

2.6735/45 

Swiss francs 

63.50/53 

Belgian francs 

9.7075/7125 

French francs 

1950.5/1.5 

Italian lire 

254.00/10 

Japanese yen 

9.0575/0675 

Swedish crow-ns 

9.1 750/1 850 

Norwegian crowns 

11.3150/3250 

Danish crowns — 

301 .80/302.30 

U.S. dollars 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JAN. 24,1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is no Lime Lo put 
into motion any comprehensive plan, but the afternoon 
and evening find you able to reduce some important 
plans to a workable success. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A private worry can upset 
you in the morning, but tonight you can be with charm- 
ing persons and be happy. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Take no risks where 
money matters are concerned. Then later you can get 
out to new sites with those who are charming. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) In the morning, you 
could have an argument with your mate if you go out 
for pleasure so be together for fun later. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't involve 
yourself in some argument between a family tie and an 
outsider and go after some benefits that are coming. . 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Don't leave your work for 
some outside affair In the morning, or you could lose a 
good deaL Later you will be happy. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Wait until the evening 
to have a good time and come to far better terms with 
partners during the daytime. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle that situation at 
home on a better day than this, but later get your en- 
vironment in far better order. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) The morning is fine for 
working away at duties you have assumed and later you 
can enjoy recreational activities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Your mind is 
pretty much on home and family. Have guests into your 
home this evening. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Use tact in dealing 
with partners in the morning, but later you have bet- 

ter understanding due to planetary positions. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Refrain from mak- 
ing changes in investments in the morning, but tonight 
you know what is best to do about them. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Restrictive conditions 
are present in the morning, but tonight you can make 
better plans for the future. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JAN. 25, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime finds you 
with all kinds of possibilities to enjoy the loftier and 
more worthwhile things of life and to aid whatever can 
bring you long time advancement toward a well- 
organized venture. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Early contact advisors 
and plan the future more intelligently, but tonight be 
concerned with the cultural side of life. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You can come to a fine 
understan d in g with friends and allies and achieve much 
today. Make plans for the future. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Smile more in the out- 
side world and you will gain your aims more readily and 
the backing you need from bigwigs. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You can 
make a fine impression, on newcomers today so make 
yourself available to them. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Be willing to do what the 
one you love most desires and make this person happy. 
Spend some money on a new outfit. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If you show your ap- . 
preciation for the alliance of your partners, they will 
cooperate with you more readily. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A good day to add art 
pieces, music, etc. to your environment and be happier 
in it in the future. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) During spare time see 
those persons you truly like, but be sure to handle 
business matters well first. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A day when you 
can have much fun at your home and be happy. Keep 
active and cheerfuL 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Contact persons 
you admire in the outside world and plan to see more 
of them in the future. Take it easy tonight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get your property 
and other possessions beautified and made more 
valuable now. Be active and happy. 

- PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You arise feeling aces . 
and can get much accomplished today and be happy at 
duties. Later see as many good friends as you can. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will * 
have much ability at whatever is connected with beauty, 
color, music, embellishments, and the like and will also - 
be good at business. A very artistic person here who will 
constantly be perusing books, going to museums, art 
classes and be quite popular. 








Wbrid news 






Chernenko: Soviets will be 
constructive at arms talks 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet President Konstantin Che- 
rnenko said in a message Wednesday that Moscow 
intended to conduct new arms talks with Was- 
hington in a constructive manner and hoped the 
United States would take a similar approach. 


Mr. Chernenko, whose absence 
from public view since Dec. 27 has 
given rise to diplomatic spe- 
culation over his health, made his 
first reference to the new neg- 
otiations in a message to a Soviet 
peace movement conference in 
Moscow. 

He said the key task facing the 
world was to avoid an arms race in 
space and to eliminate nuclear 
weapons on earth. 

••Proceeding from this the Sov- 
iet Union has made an initiative 
for opening Soviei-American 
talks on space and nuclear arms. 
We intend to conduct them in a 
businesslike and constructive 
manner.'* he said. 

“Let us hope that the United 
States will also adopt an upright 
and responsible approach." Mr. 
Chernenko added. The official* 
Soviet News Agency TASS pub- 
lished his message. 

The superpowers agreed in 
Geneva earlier this month to dis- 
cuss medium-range and strategic 
nuclear weapons as well as space 
arms. 

On Tuesday, the Communist 
Party daily Pravda printed a tel- 
egram from Mr. Chernenko to 
Svrian President Hafez AJ Assad. 


Western diplomats said it was 
Kremlin practice to publish mes- 
sages signed by Soviet leaders not 
seen for some time. During the 
late President Yuri Andropov's 
six-month final illness many mes- 
sages and articles bearing his 
name appeared in the official 
media. 

Mr. Chernenko. 73. was last 
seen at a Kremlin medal ceremony 
last December. Speculation over 
his health increased sharply when 
a meeting of Warsaw Pact leaders 
was cancelled at the last minute on 
Jan. 14. 

The diplomats said Soviet off- 
icials had since confirmed that the 
summit was put off because of Mr. 
Chernenko’s health. 

Meanwhile in Washington Pre- 
sident Reagan has replied to Sov- 
iet criticism of his arms control 
policies with an assurance that he 
will take imminent new talks with 
the utmost seriousness. 

Mr. Reagan also said after mee- 
ting his arms negotiators Tuesday 
that he would not seek a one-sided 
advantage in the new negotiations 
but would strive for an agreement 
that was fair to Washington and 
Moscow and would enhance world 
security. 


The president issued his sta- 
tement as a commentary by TASS 
attacked his inaugural speech on 
Monday. 

Jn the speech, Mr. Reagan said 
he wanted an accord but would 
press ahead with his futuristic 
"Star Wars" anti-missile defence 
system despite objections from 
the Kremlin. 

The Soviet Union, which wal- 
ked out ot nuclear arms control 
negotiations 14 months ago, agr- 
eed on Jan. 8 to resume the talks. 

“I view the negotiating com- 
mitments we undertook two 
weeks ago with the Soviets in. 
Geneva with the utmost ser- 
iousness." Mr. Reagan said after 
meeting his three new negotiators. 
Max Kampelman. John Tower 
and Maynard Gliunan. and senior 
diplomatic and military advisers. 

He said the United States would 
put forward concrete ideas when 
the talks with Moscow resumed 
and he wanted the Soviet neg- 
otiators to take a similar app- 
roach. 

Officials said they hoped the 
talks could begin in Geneva in 
March. 

The talks will follow a triple 
track, dealing separately with 
medium-range nuclear missiles, 
intercontinental strategic missiles 
and space weapons. 

There is no agreement yet on 
whether progress in one area will 
depend on achievements in one or 
both of the other areas. 


Reagan rejects violent 
protests against abortion 


WASH INGTON (R) — President 
Reagan has condemned violent 
attacks against abortion clinics by 
militant anti-abortionists. 

In his first public speech to an 
anti-abortion rally he told an est- 
imated 70.000 demonstrators: 
"We cannot condone the thr- 
eatening or taking of human life to 
protest the taking of human life by 
the way of abortion." 

Mr. Reagan was referring to 
about 30 bomb attacks on abo- 
rtion clinics across the country 
since May 1982. 

The president is known to fav- 
our a reversal of the supreme 
court's decision 12 years ago to 
legalise abortion. Pro-choice gro- 


ups are worried that he wOl app- 
oint conservatives to replace five 
supreme court judges who are 
near retirement age. 

Last year, the Reagan adm- 
inistration cut off funds to int- 
ernational organisations financing 
abortions overseas, including its 
25 per cent contribution to the 
$38 million budget of the U.N. 
Fund for Population Assistance. 

After Tuesday's rally outside 
the White House, the anti- 
abortionists marched to the sup- 
reme court where 29 people were 
.arrested for violating a law pro- 
hibiting protests on the building's 
steps. 



New Zealand 
stands firm 
on nuclear 
warship ban 

WELLINGTON. New Zealand 
(AP) — New Zealand stood firm 
on its ban on nuclear powered or 
armed warships Wednesday, with 
acting Prime Minister Geoffrey 
Palmer asserting the ban was jus- 
tified because the South Pacific 
was not a region of great strategic 
significance. 

Mr. Palmer, speaking in a radio- 
interview. said New Zealand's 
stand was not incompatible with 
the Australia. New Zealand and 
United States (ANZUS) alliance. 

Both the Australian and U.S. 
governments have expressed con- 
cern that the defence alliance 
could be ruptured if New Zealand 
refuses U.S. nuclear warships acc- 
ess to its ports. 


U.S. plane 
crash in 
Honduras 
kills 21 

TEGUCIGALPA (R) — 
Twenty-one American . ser- 
vicemen are feared to have died 
when a U.S. military transport 
plane crashed into the sea Jess 
than 500 metres from the Hon- 
duran coast Tuesday, a U.S. off- 
icial said. 

Robert Callahan, press spo- 
kesman at the U.S. embassy, told 
reporters the C-l 30A cargo plane 
came down in stormy weather 
near the port of Trujillo where it 
was heading from Panama. 

Honduran officials said a rescue 
operation had not got under way 
because gales and three metre 
high waves prevented helicopters 
taking off and patrol boats app- 
roaching. 

Mr. Callahan said he heard that 
some Honduran vessels had ven- 
tured out to search for wreckage. 

A U.S. military spokesman here 
said there was no indication that 
the crash was. caused by hostile 
action. He- said an investigation 
board was being formed. 

He said the plane was on a rou- 
tine airlift, mission from Howard 
Air Force Base in Panama to Tur- 
jillo. 

The United States has mai- 
ntained hundreds of servicemen in 
Honduras to train Honduran tro- 
ops and to take part in a series of 
joint military exercises designed 
to keep pressure on the leftist 
Sandinist government in nei- 
ghbouring Nicaragua. 


2 Frenchmen involved 
in Indian spy scandal 


NEW DELHI (R) — Two French 
businessmen were involved in 
India's spy scandal and both left 
the country as authorities began to 
break up the network, the United 
News of India (UNI) news agency 
reported Wednesday. 

UNI quoted senior intelligence 
sources as saying one unidentified 
French businessman left the cou- 
ntry last week shortly before arr- 
ests began on Thursday. The sec- 
ond left on a scheduled flight three 
days later. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said exposure of the extensive esp- 
ionage ring has led so far to the 
arrests of 15 people, including six 
staff of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s office. 

Intelligence sources said the 
suspected spies’ chief foreign con- 
tact was a French businessman 
working with a multinational 
company in Delhi, PTI reported. 
He left India on Saturday night. 

Neither news agency aamed the 
two men. 

France's deputy military att- 
ache in DelhL Ll CoL Alain Bol- 
ley, flew home to Paris on Monday 
amid allegations, which he denied, 
that he was involved. 

"Two French nationals besides ' 
French embassy Deputy Military 
Attache Bolley were involved in 
the massive espionage ring busted 
last week." UNI reported. 

"Sources said that the first 
French national, who was engaged 
in business and frequently visited 
India, slipped out after one of the 
suspects tipped him off that his 
activities were being watched." it 
added. 


UNI said teams of senior Indian 
intelligence officers had left for 
Paris and London to puisue inq- 
uiries- into the scandal. 

A French embassy spokesman 1 
has refused to comment on reports 
of French links with the spy ring. 

The Times of India newspaper 
said more than 1 ,500 people have 
been questioned so for by Indian 
intelligence officers. 

PTI quoted intelligence sources 
as saying more arrests were likely 
in the affair in which defence, fin- 
ance and security secrets were 
reported to have been sold for as 
little as a bottle of whisky. 

It said T uesday that two officials 
in President Zail Singh's office 
were also suspected members of 
the ring. 

The Indian government has ref- 
used to concede opposition dem- 
ands for full details on the scandal, 
saying they would jeopardise inv- 
estigations. 

But Mr. Gandhi stepped inTue- 
sday to declare that his former top 
aide P.C. Alexander, who quit last 
- Friday after at least four of his ass- 
istants were arrested on suspicion 
of spying, was not himself inv- 
olved. 

■He told parliament: “A very 
senior official has resigned. There 
is nothing against the individual. It 
is in the highest propriety of civil 
services that he has taken the dec- 
ision." 

PTI said Mr. Gandhi, who told 
parliament his government was 
assessing possible damage to nat- 
ional interests. Tuesday went thr- 
ough classified documents seized 
from arrested suspects. 


S. Korea begins election campaigning 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Chun Doo Hwan Wed- 
nesday formally opened cam- 
paigning by political parties for 
next month's elections for a new 
276-member parliament, exp- 
ected to be dominated by his 
Democratic Justice Party (DJP). 

More than 600 people are exp- 
ected to register as candidates for 
184 parliament seats to be decided 
by direct voting on Feb. 12. ele- 
ctoral officials said. 

The other 92 seats will be all- 
ocated to parties in proportion to 
the number of seats they win in the 
poll. 

Campaigning before the pre- 
sidential declaration was banned, 
but ‘opposition and government 
camps have accused each other of 
illegal electioneering, including 
allegations of payments to voters. 


Opposition parties have said the 
DJP is certain to retain its par- 
liamentary supremacy because of 
political curbs and an election sys- 
tem they term unfair. 

Yi Min-U. president of the New 
Korea Democratic Party (NKDP) 
formed last week, saie Tuesday 
the government was paying only 
lip-service to fair elections and try- 
ing to prolong what he called the 
military dictatorship. 

The NKDP. which hopes to win 
more than 20 parliamentary seats, 
has been joined in an alliance by 
supporters of such leading pol- 
itical dissidents as Kim Dae-Jung 
and Kim Young-Sam. Both men 
are banned from politics until 
1988. 

Kim Young-Sam, who staged a 
23-day hunger strike in 1983, 


heads a dissident group called the 
•Council for Promotion of Dem- 
ocracy. 

Kim Dae-Jung has said he will 
return home on Feb. 8 from the 
United States where he has lived 
since being freed by Gen. Chun in 
1982 from a 20-year jail sentence' 
for sedition. 

The main opposition Dem- 
ocratic Parry (DKP) hopes to take 
more than 80 seats compared with 
73 now. party sources said. 

Gen. Chun’s DJP currently 
holds 152 seats. 

The opposition has called for 
full liberal democracy including 
direct presidential elections, 
rather than the present indirect 
election by about 5,000 deputies, 
a free press and free labour 
movements. 


COLUMNS 7& 8 


Family watches TV as house burns - 

BIRMINGHAM England (R) - Aether 

ehters carried on watching a television film while their totte 

burned around them, the fire bri f 

masks ran into the house through dense smoke : after uvtioUKt 
told them his family was inside. "They founo his wife rad l^o. 
daughters in the back room watching television through the. 
hSF said fireman Paul Cullen." one of ihc d a u 5 hi^v^»mn- , 
king a cigarette. The wife was coughing but Fm not sure whether 
te was from the smoke of the fire or from her daughter * eg 
arette.” Firemen removed the three women, a dog and a big 

fluffy cat" without injury. 

11 Britons deported from Saudi Arabia - 

LONDON (R) — Saudi Arabia has deported 11 Bnions arrested 
at a New Year party for drinking alcohol, the Foreign Office «u<f 
Wednesday. The Britons could have faced a "OPS*”® under the 
kingdom's ‘Islamic Laws prohibiting alcohol. A spokesman safo- 
the Britons were taken from prison and put on a fligltt from 
Jeddah to London Tuesday. He said the Britons had not been put 
on trial. “As far as we are concerned the matter is now closcu . 
the spokesman told Reuters. British press reports said the Britons 
had been celebrating at a New Year party at u private home on 
Jan. 4 and were arrested when a neighbour complained to police.. 

Fake medicine distributed in Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — Thousands of fake but harmless bottles of 
children’s medicine have been sold across Israel, police and health . 
authorities said. Police said they were holding four men suspected 
of manufacturing fake packaging and labels for the bottles and 
filling them with the wrong dosages of the original medicine. State 
Television displayed the questionable pills and syrups on its main 
evening news programme Tuesday and said anxious mothers had 
been phoning it for advice since the story broke earlier in the day. 

Cher tops list of worst dressed women - 

LOS ANGELES <R) — American entertainer Cher headed la* 
annual list of the world’s 10 worst dressed women issued by 
United States fashion designer Richard Blackwell. Second and 
third places also went to Americans — Shailene Wells, wuinef of 
the Miss America beauty contest, and President Reagan's dau- 
ghter. Patti Davis, respectively. British actress Joan Collins. who 
topped the list last year, was “promoted” to fifth position this 
year. But Princess Diana, wife of the heir to the British throne 
who headed the 1983 list, was described by Blackwell as now 
among his biggest favourites. She figured among a Ifcst of Use 
women he calls the fabulous fashion independents. Asked to 
name the woman he regards as the worst overall dresser of all 
time, the designer, known professionally as Mr. Blackwell, said- 
unhe sparingly: "Elizabeth Taylor." 

Lawyer denies Bardot underwent surgery 

PARIS (R) — Brigitte Bardot's lawyer has denied reports that the 
French actress underwent breast cancer surgery last year and 
threatened legal action against media carrying the news. Gilles 
Dreyfus, long-time lawyer for the former sex kitten, issued a 
“formal absolute denial" of the cancer reports in a telephone 
conversation with Reuters. Reports that Bardot was operated on 
were "an attack against her private life", an offence under French 
law, Mr. Dreyfus said. He said he had won 1 9 such cases against 
newspapers publishing reports on the actress last year. 


BY CHABI.ES GOREN 
&19B4 Tribune Media Services. Inc. 

ANSWERS TO BRIDGE QUIZ 


whether or not you can make 
six diamonds — a small slam 
must be laydown and the 
grand should depend only on 
whether partner has a 
singleton club or a void. 
Rather, this is an exercise in 
tactics — at what level will 
the opponents allow you to 
buy the contract to close out 
the rubber? We suggest you 
bid only five diamonds and, if 
the opponents compete 
again, take the push to slam. 
That way they might think 
you are stretching and let 
you play the hand- 

Q-4 — Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

49 VAKQ10952 0 953 483 
Your right-hand opponent 
opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you bid now? 
A. — Your hand rates to take 
seven tricks and, according 
to the Rule of Two and Three 
at this vulnerability, that is 
enough for a preemptive 
jump to four hearts. This 
vigorous preemptive action 
might prevent the opponents 
from locating a spade fit, or 
from reaching a slam in one 
of their suits. 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4K85 <?AJ543 0 962 472 
Partner. opens the bidding 
with one no trump. What do 
you respond? 

A.— You don’t have quite 
enough to force to game — 
you need an invitational 
sequence. Start by using the 
Stay man convention. If part- 
ner responds to -your two 
club inquiry with two hearts, 
raise to three hearts; if he 
bids two diamonds, bid two 
Q.l — As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4J6?K 0 AK J98 4 AKQJ10 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 
1 0 Pass Pass 1 
3 4 Pass 4 0 Pass 
7 

What action do you take? 

A. — It is true that you could 
make slam if partner has as 
little as five diamonds and 
the ace of spades. However, 
chances of partner holding 
that hand are slight — he 
could have cue-bid three 
spades before raising 


diamonds. Indeed, it is quite 
possible that you have three 
fast losers. Nevertheless, we 
would gamble out five 
diamonds. Opponents have 
been known not to cash three 
fast tricks when they hold 
them, and they might have 
only two. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4 A 7A9852 OK 1063 4Q85 
The bidding has proceeded: 
East South WeBt North 
14 1 <7 Pass 1 NT 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 
A.— While your unbalanced 
hand suggests a suit contract 
would be preferable to no 
trump, we still suggest you 
pass. Partner has shown lit- 
tle interest in spades and. 
should you bid two diamonds 
and should he pass that, the 
opponents could come to life 
and locate a fit in the master 
suit. Pass. 

Q.3— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4AQ63 s?KQ93 0 A10 4982 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
34 30 54 ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— This is not a question of 
hearts; and if he shows a 
spade suit by bidding two 
spades, bid two no trump. 
The latter two bids show a 
hand of 8-9 points with either 
a four- or five-card heart suit, 
depending on whether you in- 
troduce your 5 uit freely. 
Q.6— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4KQ63 UAS 0AK83 4952 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You could barge into 
slam and perhaps suffer the 
indignity of having the op- 
ponents start by cashing two 
club tricks. Or you could ap- 
proach slam more accurately 
by first bidding three 
diamonds. That is forcing. 
When you later support 
spades, partner will realize 
that you were cue-bidding in 
support of his suit. Now he 
will be able to judge the 
potential of the hand without 
getting your side overboard. 


Filipino military chief 
charged with Aquino killing 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
Ombudsman Wednesday filed 
charges against Armed Forces 
Chief General Fabian Ver of 
being an accomplice in the mur- 
ders of opposition leader Benigno 
Aquino and Rolando Gahnan, the 
man said by the military to have 
shot the former senator. 

The Ombudsman. Bernardo 
Fernandez, told a news con- 
ference Gen. Ver and eight other 
people had been named as acc- 
essories in the killings and 17 oth- 
ers as principle accused. 

Mr. Fernandez said he had rec- 
ommended that the 17 principal 
accused be held without bail while 
Gen. Ver and the eight others acc- 
used of being accessories should 
be freed on bail of 15,000 pesos 
($750). 

Arrest warrants were being 
prepared and would be served 
within 10 days, he added. 


Gen. Ver. a kinsman and close 
confidant of President Ferdinand 
Marcos, has been on leave of abs- 
ence since he was implicated in 
Sen. Aquino’s death by an official 
inquiry. He has said he was not 
involved- 

Sen. Aquino was killed at Man- 
ila Airport on Aug. 21 . 1 983. as he 
was returning from exile in the 
United States. Galraan was shot 
moments later by security guards. 

The 17 chief accused include 
soldiers who escorted Sen. Aqu- 
ino from the airliner that brought 
him home. 

Among them is Brig. Gen. Lut- 
her Custodio, head of the Avi- 
ation Security Command which 
provided security at the airport. 

The majority report of the 
commission of inquiry last Oct- 
ober concluded that all 26 were 
pan of a military conspiracy to kDl 
Sen. Aquino. 


British committee decries 
abuse of diplomatic privileges 


LONDON (R) — A British par- 
liamentary committee Wednesday 
cast doubt on the extent to which 
Western countries could prevent 
other states from using diplomatic 
privilege as a cover for int- 
ernational terrorism. 

The House of Commons For- 
eign Affairs Committee was 
commenting on two diplomatic 
incidents in London last year — 
one involving a shooting at the 
Libyan mission, the other an att- 
empted kidnapping of a Nigerian 
exile. 

In a report to parliament, the 
committee welcomed efforts 
among Western governments to 
counteract international ter- 
rorism. 

But it added: “ It seems unlikely 
that Western cooperation alone 
can ever substantially affect the 
abuse of immunities by other cou- 
ntries, even in the field of ter- 
rorism and still (ess in the wider 
field of diplomatic immunities 
generally." 

The report arose from a sho- 
oting last April at the Libyan Peo- 
ple's Bureau (Embassy) in which a 
British policewoman was killed 
and a number of Libyan dem- 
onstrators were wounded by bul- 
lets fired from the building. 

The committee later extended 
its enquiries to cover an abortive 


attempt in July to kidnap former 
Nigerian Minister Umani Dikko 
to Lagos where he is wanted on 
corruption charges. 

Mr. Dikko was found by British 
customs officials bound and dru- 
gged inside a crate at Stansted 
Airport near London after being 
abducted in the street outside his 
home. Three people are awaiting 
trial for involvement in the kid- 
napping. 

The committee welcomed the 
government’s acceptance that 
whatever inviolability the crate 
might have merited as a dip- 
lomatic bag, this could not take 
precedence over human life. 

It was more critical of the gov- 
ernment over events leading up to 
the Libyan People's Bureau sho- 
oting and a subsequent police 
siege of the building. 

It said it was undesirable to have 
treated the bureau as a diplomatic 
mission in the early months of 
1984, following its takeover by a 
revolutionary committee. The 
government should have taken a 
tougher line in demanding that 
Tripoli nominate an official head 
of mission. 

The committee recommended 
that the Foreign Office should 
warn all diplomats they would be 
expelled if they broke the criminal 
law. 


GOTHAM 

By Lama San trey 


ACROSS 
1 Cheat 
5 Scotch 
9 Many Scot* 
Informs ty 

13 HentngOto 
fish 

13 Algerian port 

IB Una 

20 Fa try -U to 
(right 

21 SanAntonto 
mission 

22 Frenzy 

23 Worn 

24 Subway urdt 

25 Eng. royal naraa 

26 Harold and 
. Times 

28 Roman emperor 

30 Diner's shield 

32 A kit 

33 Tram passage 

34 NYC span 
{partly abbrj 


DOWN 

1 Arthurian 
knight 

2 OPEC nation 

3 “Rorenor 
role 

4 Handles dough 

5 Dressing 
dispenser 

8 A ‘‘Banana" 
Cartwright 

7 Mirror 

8 Fortification 

9 Snetdornard 

10 Eastern fide 

11 Ptagtortad 

12 Near grad 

13 Rested 

14 Examine 


15 Locating 


18 Included with 
17 Conservative 
Dtagramh am 

ACROSS 
1 Pled 
7 Odd 
9 Juicy huh 
10 PUtter 

14 Complete 

15 Magnify 

17 Roman roads 

18 Highly flam- 
mable material 

19 Alan ot movies 

20 Vista 

DOWN 

1 insinuated 

2 Sumxmd 

3 Ripening 
factors 

4 Unadulterated 

5 Yale student 

6 Native of * 
Oduo 

7 Winter visitor 

8 Lamfiord’a due 

9 Linden tree 

10 TarosfchoreaM 

11 Mans margin 

12 Odor 
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87 Least deakad 
38 Pepper berry 

40 Deserve 

41 Hanoi Fame 
hater Roush 

42 friths Dark” 
44 V* acre 

46 Sarcastic 

51 Luaufare 

52 Topper 

53 Mott SL group 

54 Conceal 

55 Big city 


58 Sweep's concam 

59 Golf word 

60 —instant 
ftulddy) 

81 Resinous 
tatwiaiw 

82 btahanzy 

83 Not at home 

84 hregutorty 


BS Big Apple 
attraction 
69 “WHh — 
bodkin?" 

71 Carpentry tool 

72 NY word 

73 Branch 

74 Mongolian waata 

75 Ufaaartng 
first aid: abbr. 

78 — Karanbia 
77 Plated 
81 Paved surface 

83 Cartainsaito , 

84 Payoff 

85 Mayor Beams 
06 Reach 

87 Soars vocafiun 

88 Coronet 
90 Mob biggie 
81 Roman god ot 

revelry 
93 Pedestal 
occupants 


85 Diva 

97 Ruth's house 

101 — Alto 

102 Simon Temp- 
lar's aura 

103 Sofa woes in 
brief 

104 Ohre to Germans 

105 Manhattan 
street sight 

108 Reynolds who 
a ppea red at 97A 
110 Ptanoworfc 
112 Horse or cross 

114 — squad 

115 “West Side—" 

116 Memory 

117 Shortly 

118 Comical Katt 

119 Salaried chap 

120 Goddess of hope 

121 YoungHm 

122 Fhubaltor 
Nolan 


24 Coualnof 34A 
27 Singer 
CooUdga 
29 Got! peg 
31 Graft giver 

34 Q ED word 

35 City pollution 
38 Auricular 

37 Emulated Nlobo 

38 Reputation 

39 Smart 
43 Ofy 

45 Can. pro*. 

47 Oldtime galley 

48 Met voice 
48 Gr. totters 
SO Lacosteof 

tennis 

53 Dupe 

54 FBI up 


57 Visage 

58 Merganser 

59 Hockey hern 
62 Ala (SHanee 

83 Odd: Scot 

84 Ratoon (f— 

85 Moroccan 
resort 

88 Notice 

67 Agasandagos 

68 NBA's Swan 

69 Indian city 

70 Wellington 
for example 

75 Boated 
78 Talk over 

77 Sevan of a 
Mnd 

78 - Music Hall 
78 Inky 

80 Car damage 

82 Taper segment 

83 Impartial 


56 Second home 
of many New 
Yorkers 

19 X 19, by Lara Alexandra 


84 Movie 

87 Inge play 

88 City sojourn nr 
88 Homeric hero 
82 MaWs concern 
94 Slna — 

98 Broadway 
musical 

97 WWU con- 
ference she - 

98 Metal mU 

99 Bata- 

100 Koequtto type 

101 Shiny rubric 

102 Metal strap 
105 Grabbed 

108 Court deeds 
107 Noodle 

109 Storm center 
111 Early Colo- 
radan 

113 Trigger's 



Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Loud applause is appreciated if a performance is epitome of petiectfan. 

2. Equestrian aboard white equine pursued blue ribbon with h -Vt?#— t 
passion. 

3. Guided by aerodynamic principles, any flight of the bumble bee <* 
hapesaBde. 

4. Authorities worldwide withheld munitions Information from hr 

CRYPTOGRAMS 


21 Toothed wheel 
24 Climb 

29 Now ending 

30 Race distance 

31 Shy person 

33 HeraabaH 

34 USdftzsra 

35 Jason's wHo 
38 Dries 

37 Pretty — 
picture 


13 P resent 
16 Poss essive 

21 Musk used in 
perfumery 

22 Olivo genus 

23 Softdlfy 

24 VTBaln'a 
expression 

25 Middles: abbr. 
38 O nasals 

27 Site 

28 insincere 
30 Doctor lor 

short 


38 Check the books 

39 Apple drink 

40 fin aching a 
peak 

42 Paragon 

43 Averred 

44 MJmieftad 

45 Observe 

46 Inventor Howe 
<7 Lair 

46 Barrel pert 


31 Urge 

32 Glossy paint 

33 Made over 

34 Helped 

35 Speechless 
penile 

38 Gdaige 

38 JtidraaJ 
proceeArgs 

39 Manage 

40 Chink 

41 Cuckoo 

42 Bunged 

43 Rang 


50 Certain African 
54 Shfew 
58 ChW con- 
67 Member of a 
voting cottage 
99 Ottawa's land 
60 Walkthrough 


61 Driven apart 
S3 Salted 
M Serious plays 


45 Ancient Roman 
cloak 

48 Shoot forth 

49 Superlative 
suffix 

50 Tropical buH 

51 Speechifies 

52 Completed 

53 Peruse 

55 “One — Shay- 

56 BDHartfahoi 

58 Hollow stem 

59 Sp. house 
62 Got t term 


CWOSEJ NDMBJDN CWZ NMZTW 

YMA,G,A * -ByMariea 

2. HBGWBLW BLEW HORN STOS AYOTIRLI 

AW EOZZWN "ST W KXSS W Y*K O S S V 

ZRSSZW D W OSH." _ 

-By 

3. TOT U WINK GLUT WIFTFUL. T1SKFUL 

WINK “PINK-PULL.” - , 

14 

4. BTWWD BTAFSD EY TC YWLDGEW 
FCTAFSQ QTHC CSH YLQQTAp < 

“By £ 
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